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NEW APPROACH TO HOUSING 


HE Labour Government’s - policy on housing was 
enunciated by Mr. Aneurin Bevan, Minister of 
Health, in the House of Commons on October 17. As 
was to be expected this indicates, if not a new approach, 
at least a determination to rely to a much greater extent 
than formerly upon local authority activity. As a corollary 
there is to be central purchase of building materials and 
components through the Ministry of Supply, which is to 
be kept in being for this purpose. The avowed object of 
this policy is to provide houses for “the lower income 
groups” with the main emphasis laid upon building houses 
to let. 

Was it complacency or enthusiastic optimism that prompted 
the statement that “the local authorities must be looked 
to as the organisations and source for the building of the 
main bulk of the housing programme, because they were 
admirably suited for that purpose” ? And why the attack 
upon building societies in the statement that many of 
these “were now nothing but money lending societies ” 
voraciously supporting speculative builders to house “‘the 
higher income: groups”? Why, also, the disparaging 
reference to “building contractors who wanted to hold 
the public up to racketeer prices” ? 

It is a little unfortunate that the statesmanship of this 
first Ministerial pronouncement upon a subject so im- 
portant to the building industry should have been muddied 
by doctrinaire animadversions excusable only during an 
election campaign. It would be more unfortunate if the 
housing of the nation, the savings of the small investor 
as managed by the building societies and the organisation 
and potential of the building industry were to become the 
shuttlecocks of politics. 

Before it is too late, we should like to urge the Govern- 
ment—even at the risk of some loss of face—to review its 
policy of sole reliance upon local authorities. This will 
probably lead to disappointment. Costs will soar and 
the houses will not be built in the needed numbers. Local 
authorities are notoriously slow. Armed with powers to 
grant or refuse building licences to private enterprise, they 
are already issuing licences only in such small numbers 
as make economic building impossible. No doubt they 
fear that to the extent that labour is employed by private 
enterprise it will not be available for their own schemes. 
They are encouraged in this view by Mr. Bevan’s threat 
to suspend the power to issue these licences if local authori- 
ties should exercise this power too generously. Meantime 
labour is returning to the industry from the armed forces 
and from munitions at a much quicker pace than it can be 
absorbed upon local authority housing, and there is con- 
siderable danger of unemployment in the building industry. 


We also view with more than a little misgiving the pro- 
posal for the central purchase of building materials and 
components. We recall the fiasco of the D.B.MS., a 
Government Department established after the last war 
to carry into effect a similar proposal. Under its ad- 


ministration roofing tiles arrived on a building site before 
the damp-proof coursing, cast-iron soil pipes were delivered 
instead of fireclay drain pipes. Production in some 
factories had to be closed down for lack of storage space, 
while other factories continued to receive delivery in- 
structions for goods that there would be no chance of 
manufacturing for months ahead. Trucks of bricks passed 
each other to and from remote destinations. Frantic 
contractors, whose work was held up for lack of essential 
materials, were grudgingly and belatedly permitted to 
purchase these in the open markets, but in minute and 
consequently uneconomic quantities. Ultimately the De- 
partment was wound up at untold loss to the National 
Exchequer. What guarantee is there that the same 
process will not be repeated ? 


While our concern is practical, not political, we must 
nevertheless call attention to some unjustifiable confusion 
between the lower income groups and the renting house- 
holder. Is there to be a means test applied to those who 
would occupy council houses or are we to see a repetition 
of 1920-1924, when all and sundry (provided they had the 
ear of a town councillor) could occupy these houses? If 
there is to be a means test, is the skilled craftsman or 
executive to remain homeless while the labourer and 
clerk get a council house? And what about the returning 
soldier who wants to own the home he livesin? Mr. Bevan 
says that so long as he remains Minister of Health he does 
not propose to “encourage people to acquire mortgages 
that would be gravestones round their necks.” It is 
not thus that the average home-owner regards his mort- 
gage payments. Rather it is as a more profitable 
equivalent to rents paid to the owner—whether the owner 
be a private person or a local authority. 


Concentration upon building houses to let is economically 
unsound. The Government, said Mr. Bevan, would wel- 
come other agencies prepared to build for letting, but in 
answer to an interjected question as to whether houses so 
provided would earn the same grants the Minister was 
extremely cautious and committed himself only to the 
extent of saying that each scheme would be considered on 
its merits. Some more definite assurance is required- both 
as regards houses which the industry may provide for letting 
and as regards subsidies for the man who is prepared to 
house himself. Discrimination in favour of any class of the 
community is unjustified. oe 

The crux of the solution of the housing problem is the 
reduction of building costs, and this fact is fully appreciated 
by the Minister of Health. The Minister, however, does not 
appear to have any suggestion for securing the required re- 
duction other than to resist high tenders. This is a policy 
of negation and, as Mr. Hudson pointed out, “merely to 
reject tenders which are too high may produce not houses 
but unemployment.” We believe this question of building 
costs to be so important that we deal with it in an article 
by a special correspondent on another page. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 


Advisory Committee on Buildings. 

Tue Minister of Town and Country 
Planning has appointed a committee of 
experts to advise him upon all matters 
connected with the administration of 
Sections 42 and 43 of the Town and 
Country Planning Act, 1944. Section 42 
authorises the Minister, for the guidance 
of local authorities in their planning, to 
compile or approve lists of buildings of 
special architectural or historic interest. 
Section 43 lays down that buildings so 
listed shall not be demolished or altered 
without two months’ notice being given 
to the local authority, and extends in 
certain respects the authority’s power to 
preserve such buildings. 

The Chairman of the Committee will be Sir 
Eric Maclagan, K.C.V.O., Director of Victoria 
and Albert Museum from 1924 to 1945, Vice- 
President of the Society of Antiquaries, 1932-6. 
The other members will be: Mr. G. H. Chettle, 
FS.A., Sir Alfred W. Clapham, C.B.E., F.B.A., 
Mr. 8. E. Dykes Bower, F.S.A., F.R.1.B.A., Sir 
Cyril Fox, F.B.A., Professor V. H. Galbraith, 
F.B.A., Mr. Walter H. Godfrey, F.S.A., 
F.R.1.B.A., Captain H. S. Goodhart-Rendel, 
Professor W. G. /Holford, A.R.1.B.A., Mr. 
Marshall Sisson, F.R.1.B.A., Mr. John Summer- 
son, F.S.A., F.R.1.B.A., and Professor Geoffrey 
F. Webb, A.R.I.B.A. The Secretary is Mr. 
Anthony R. Wagner, F.S.A. 


Planning New Towns. 

Tue Minister of Town and Country Plan- 
ning {Mr. Silkin) and the Secretary of 
State for Scotland (Mr. Joseph Westwood) 
have jointly appointed a committee with 
the following terms of reference :— 


To consider the general questions of the estab- 
lishment, development, organisation, and ad- 
ministration that will arise in the promotion of 
new towns in furtherance of a policy of planned 
decentralisation from copgested urban areas; 
and in accordance therewith to suggest guiding 
principles on which such towns should be estab- 
lished and developed as_ self-contained and 
balanced communities for work and living. 

Lord Reith is chairman of the committee, 
which is composed of :— 

England and Wales.—Mr. Ivor J. C. Brown, 
editor the Observer; Sir Henry Bunbury, former 
Comptroller and Accountant-General of Post 

ffice; Mr. L. Cadbury, chairman of Cad- 


bury Bros., Ltd., Director of Bank of England, 
chairman, News Chronicle, Ltd.; Mrs. M. Fel- 
ton, L.C.C., member of town planning com- 
mittee; Mr. W. H. Gaunt, chairman of Hert- 
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fordshire C.C. planning committee, director 
of J. Lyons and Co., Ltd.; Mr. W. H. Morgan, 
county engineer, Middlesex; Mr. F. J. Osborn, 
chairman of Executive, Town and Country 
Planning Association; Sir Malcolm Stewart, 
chairman of London Brick Co., Ltd.; Mr. 
Percy Thomas, president, R.I.B.A.; Mr. J. A. F. 
Watson, member of Central Housing Advisory 
Committee, Ministry of Health. 

Scotland.—Mr. Sinclair Shaw, Advocate; Cap- 
tain J. P. Younger, Convener of Clackmannan 
County Council. 

Joint Secretaries—Mr. L. F. Boden, Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel F. H. Budden. 

M.o.H. Adviser on Housing Programme. 

Wir the consent of Cooper Brothers 
and Co., Mr. Henry A. Benson, F.C.A., 
has joined the Ministry of Health until 
December 31, 1945, as adviser to the 
Ministry in the organisation of the housing 
programme and on housing progress at all 
stages. Mr. Benson has been Controller 
of Building Materials at the Ministry of 
Works. 


Regional Boards for Industry. 

Tue Board of Trade have recently 
announced that the war-time Regional 
Production Boards, which were answerable 
to the Minister of Production, are being 
converted into Regional Boards for Indus- 





The BRITISH CENTRE, SYDNEY, erected with funds subscribed by N.S.W. builders 


and operatives as a club for British naval personnel. 
recreations and a first-aid service are available here. 
Sydney’s gift was recently acknowledged on behalf of the 


lished at: holiday resorts. 


Living accommodation, meals, 
Other Centres have been estab- 


British building industry by Mr. Howard Robertson, F.R.I.B.A., President of Building 
: Industries National Council. 
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try, and the President of the Board of 
Trade has appointed Mr. Percy Thomas, 
President R.I.B.A., to be Chairman of the 
Wales Regional Board and a member of 
the National Production Advisory Council 

Mr. Thomas was appointed Area Officer 
for Wales, under the Ministry of Supply, 
in 1940, and since the formation of the 
Ministry of Production in 1942, had been 
Regional Controller and Chairman of the 
Wales Regional Board. 

During the war the Boards were chiefly 
concerned with the production of mun- 
tions and their interest was mainly in the 
engineering and allied industries. In 
future, they will exercise their activity 
over the whole field of productive indus- 
try. Under their terms of reference the 
Boards ‘‘ will advise Ministers upon in- 
dustrial conditions within the regions and 
upon steps which may be necessary to 
bring regional resources in productive 
capacity or labour into fuller use.’”’ They 
will keep local industry advised of 
Government policy in relation to industry 
and keep headquarters informed of the 
views of local industry. 


- Tripartite Working Parties. 

In his plans for setting up the series of 
Tripartite Working Parties for Industry, 
the President of Board of Trade (Sir 
Stafford Cripps) has made considerable use 
of the architectural and design professions. 
The chairman for the boots and shoes in- 
dustry, for example, is Mr. T. P. Bennett, 
C.B.E., F.R.1.B.A., while among ‘the in- 
dependent members are found the names of 
Mr. H. Trethowan, N.R.D., and Mr. F. G. 
Yorath, L.R.I.B.A. (Pottery), Mr. J. C. 
Pritchard (Furniture) and Mr. K. Holmes, 

R.C.A. (Boots and Shoes). 

The terms of reference to the working 
parties (which include the cotton. and 
hosiery trades in addition to those men- 
tioned) are : ‘‘ To examine and inquire into 
the various schemes and suggestions put 
forward for improvements of organisation, 
production and distribution methods and 
processes in the industry, and to report as 
to the steps which should be taken in the 
national interest to strengthen the industry 
and render it more pier i and more cap- 
able of meeting competition in the home 
and foreign markets. 


Professional Announcement. 

Masor Rosert Hentnc has: now been 
released from military service and has 
returnedi to ‘work at 20, Gower-street, 
W.C.1, in partnership with Mr. Anthony 
M. Chitty, F.R.I.B.A., A.M.T.P.I. Trade 
catalogues will be welcomed. 


From The Builder of 1845. 


Saturday, October 25, 1845. 

Memorr or Grorce Basevi, Esg.—The 
daily papers have already informed most 
of our readers of Mr. Basevi’s melancholy 
death in Ely Cathedral on the 16th inst. 
. . . The party [examining works in pro- 
gress in the west tower] were in the old bell 
chamber when the deceased gentleman ad- 
vanced towards one of the recently opened 
windows, along a broad beam... . He 
was cautioned as to certain nails sticking 
up in the beam, but scarcely had the words 
dropped from Mr. Steward’s lips when Mr. 
Basevi tripped and fell through an aper- 
ture in the floor upon the vaulting over the 
arch under the tower, a distance of over 
40 ft. . . . His hands were unfortunately 
in his great-coat pockets which prevented 
his making any effort to recover his 
balance. . 
** Basevi (‘‘in his manners cold and somewhat 
haughty, though scrupulously just”) had 
recently completed the Fitzwilliam Museum at 
Cambridge and,’ with Smirke, the Conservative 
Club in St. James’s. ; 
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BUILDING COSTS 


FROM A CORRESPONDENT. 


G PEAKING at a conference of the Asso- 
\? ciation of Municipal Corporations a 
fortnight ago, Mr. Aneurin Bevan, 
Minister of Health, said that the colossal 
task of building four to five million houses 
would try the executive efficiency of the 
Government, which would very largely 
be judged by the way it solved the housing 
problem. Nevertheless, he went on to inti- 
mate that the Government intended to 
rely almost entirely on the local authorities 
to provide the necessary houses: While 
admitting that it was necessary for the 
local authorities ‘‘ to overhaul procedure 
and discover where you may speed up,” 
he dismissed from his reckoning the 
enormous potential of private enterprise. 

Considering his concern lest the whole 
programme be ruined by high costs; this 
cavalier treatment of free enterprise is 
difficult to understand. Any student of 
social progress during the last quarter of 
a century (and we must agree that Mr. 
Bevan falls within this category) can 
hardly fail to have noticed certain out- 
standing phenomena. Firstly, from 1919 
to 1 the Government relied almost 
entirely upon local authority activity. 
During that period a ridiculously small 
number of houses was built and prices 
soared. At the same time the Govern- 
ment established a central agency for the 
purchase of materials. This agency failed 
to provide the materials in the right 
quantities in the right places and at the 
right prices. It did, however, prevent 
private enterprise from competing with 
the inefficient local authority machine. 
Later a succession of Housing Acts re- 
duced the bias in favour of local authori- 
ties; private enterprise, thus liberated, be- 
gan to solve the housing problem, and 
building costs came tumbling down. By 
the time that subsidies, except in special 
circumstances, were entirely removed, that 
is to say by 1933, local authorities had 
almost disappeared from the housing 
field and costs were reduced to such a 
level that all but the ‘‘ submerged tenth ”’ 
were able to house themselves without cost 
to local rates or national taxation. 

Yet in spite of the obvious-lessons of 
the inter-war period, Mr. Bevan now an- 
nounces his Government’s policy to rely 
almost exclusively upon local authorities 
and to re-establish the central buying 
department. Let us consider how this is 
likely to affect building costs. 


Improved Design and Costs. 

In the first place, local authorities will 
design their houses upon the basis of 
model plans which will incorporate the 
accumulated experience of the Ministry of 
Health plus the recommendations of the 
Dudley Committee. So far so good. This 
should ensure esthetic design together 
with conformity to modern standards of 
accommodation and equipment. Let it not 
be overlooked that these modern standards 
involve increased floor area and improved 
and additional fittings, all of which will 
cost money and make straightforward 
comparison with pre-war costs impossible. 
Then local authorities will prepare specifi- 
cations and bills of quantities. 

This is where the fun will begin. There 
being a pgp Sagte central purchasing 
authority it will be necessary to ascertain 
what materials and fittings are to be made 
available. The principal justification for 
a central purchasing department is that it 
will be able to standardise dimensions and 
qualities and thus be able to place bulk 
orders. If we assume that all standardisa- 
tion has been completed beforehand, house 
een drawn to conform 


plans will have 
But as there 


to the approved standards. 
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has been comparatively little collabora- 
tion With industry it is most unlikely that 
the necessary patterns and jigs a | tools 
are in existence to enable manufacturers 
to meet the orders of the central buying 
department for many months to come, 
Some highly capitalised firms may be able 
to convert their plant fairly quickly, but 
the great majority of the producing firms 
will be faced with difficulties of both a 
financial and practical nature. Their ex- 
perience wil] tell them that despite the 
theoretical advantages of rigid standard. 
isation, architects will continue to demand 
those various types and patterns and that 
measure of elasticity that allows free ex- 

ression of their art. They will rightly 
ear the complete breakdown sooner or 
later of the high falutin ideas of the 
central purchasing department. 

The contribution of these middle-sized 
firms, the backbone of the producing 
industries, can be largely discounted 
during the early reconstruction period. 
If, however, our assumption (that stan- 
dardisation on paper has been already 
completed) is not justified, additional 
initial delay will add to the worries of 
those responsible for preparing the local 
authorities’ specifications. 


The Road to Bankruptcy. 

In due course, the plans and specifica- 
tions having been reported to and 
approved by the various committees of 
the Council, tenders will be invited. More 
trouble! Every contractor tendering must 
ascertain from the central purchasing de- 
partment the prices at which the various 
materials will be available delivered to 
the job or at ascertained depots. This 
information will not be available, and 
even if it could be made available it will 
not be disclosed. It is much more likely 
that the iniquitous practice of the 
D.B.M.S. will be resorted to, and a 
schedule of notional prices attached to 
each invitation to tender. This will reduce 
tendering to a ‘‘labour only’ basis, and 
the builder who is prepared to take the 
greatest risk on the operatives’ output 
per man-hour will ‘submit the lowest ten- 
der and presumably get the job. A more 
certain road to bankruptcy it would be 
hard to imagine. 

Whether the contractor survives or not, 
the price which the local authority will 
pay for the houses will have no relation 
to the tender price. There will, be adjust- 
ments necessitated by substituting the 
actual prices (when ascertained) for the 
notional prices upon which the tender was 
based. There will be variations and extras 
caused by the non-arrival of materials 
from the central purchasing authority at 
the appropriate times. The care taken by 
the. Ministry of Health to resist high 
tenders will be rendered nugatory because 
of the inevitable sequel, the settlement of 
account. 

An alternative to this procedure, one 
that will appeal to many Socialist-minded 


COMING EVENTS 


Tuesday, October 30. 

B.I.N.C. naeing Congress. (Continuing 
over October 31). jpeakers: The Archbishop 
of Canterbury, Mr. G. A. Isaacs and Mr. Lewis 
Silkin (Tuesday); the Mayor of Westminster, 
Mr. Aneurin Bevan and Mr. George Tomlinson 
(Wednesday). The Central Hall, Westminster, 
§.W.1. 10 a.m. each day. ; ; 

A.A. Mr. William Allen on “Science in the 
Construction of Houses.” Annual General 
Meeting. 34-6, Bedford-square, W.C.1. 6 p.m. 
Also Exhibition of Members’ Sketches and 
Photographs (open till November 23). 

Friday, November 2. : 

Institute or WeDInc. Mr. H. W. G. Hignett 
on ‘Some thoughts on the weldability of alloy 
steels.” Borough Polytechnic, 8.E.1. 7.30 p.m. 


Saturday, November 3. 
A.B.T. ConrereNce oN Hovstne. At London 
School of Hygiene, Keppel-street, W.C.1. 
Address by Minister of Health. 2.30 p.m. 
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local authorities, will be to have the 
housing works carried out by direct 
labour. There are circumstances when 
a resort to direct labour is not only justi- 
fied, it is politic and even necessary. But 
direct labour has been incontrovertibly 
proved to be uneconomical in the past and 
there is no reason to believe that it will 
be any less so if again adopted. The 
trouble is that much time must elapse 
before the false economy of direct labour 
can again be proved, and much damage 
can be done in the meantime. 

The experience of the inter-war period 
made it crystal clear that neither in com- 
petitive tendering nor in direct labour lies 
the solution of the problem of high costs. 
It requires the speculative builder who 
places his own capital at hazard and who 
has a positive interest in low costs to 
bring prices down and keep them down. 
The business initiative of this type of 
firm finds ways and means of countering 
the natural tendency of prices to rise in 
a period of unlimited demand. Having 
complete control of his work right from 
the planning stage to occupation of the 
houses he sees to it that not a penny is 
wasted. He does not need to tolerate 
delays or inefficiency on the part of sup- 
pliers of materials. If tiles are not avail- 
able on time he uses slates. He is free 
from the tiresome formality of obtaining 
sanctions from any committee. At will 
and as circumstances require he extem- 
porises as the work proceeds. He is sub- 
ject to only one over-riding control, that 
of the National House-Builders’ Registra- 
tion Council. If he allows the work to 
fall below the standard prescribed by this 
body he will not obtain its certificate 
which is so necessary to him in selling the 
house and in financing his work as it pro- 
ceeds. He is an entirely free agent in 
purchasing his materials and cannot be 
browbeaten either by the local authority 
or the supplier. In fact, the competition 
of free enterprise is the only real competi- 
tion and therefore the only method of 
securing low-priced houses of high quali- 
tative standard. 


A Final Word on Cost. 


One final word in regard to cost. The 
temporary housing programme, upon 
which so much ink has been spilt, is to 
be scrapped. So, in the end, common 
sense prevails. These prefabricated bun- 
galows would have involved everything 
that goes into a house except the comfort. 
Only the outer shell was abnormal, 
that is to say, non-traditional. For 
the sake of a few hours alleged to be 
saved on the building of traditional walls, 
everything else was sacrificed, economical 
planning, convenience, amenity. The 
Ministry of Works was well and repeat- 
edly warned by the building industry that 
it was making a mistake. Now experience 
gained in their erection has proved the 
building industry prophets to be in the 
right. 

et us hope that, having ignored the 
warning of the industry in this matter of 
temporary houses, this Government will 
not turn a deaf ear to the other advice 
tendered with a view to reducing the cost 
of houses. A large part of the cost of a 
honse goes in road construction. This cost 
may be kept within reasonable limits or 
swollen to prohibitive dimensions accord- 
ing to the whim of the local authority. 
The specifications of most local authorities 
for residential streets are unduly onerous 
and may add as much as £50, quite un- 
necessarily, to the cost of each house. 
Simplification and standardisation of 
these specifications, with a right of appeal 
to the Ministry of Health, is urgently 
necessary. 
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DESIGN FOR THE 


CHURCH OF ST. JOHN’S 
UPPER ST. LEONARDS 


H. S$. "GGOODHART-RENDEL, 
P-P.R.I.B.A., ARCHITECT 


ILLUSTRATED IN THESE PAGES IS THE 
design for the reconstruction of the 
church of St. John, Upper St. 
Leonards, prepared by Mr. H. §. 
Goodhart-Rendel, P-P.R.I.B.A., a 
summary of whose report now 
follows :— 

When I saw the site I realised also 
that not only the steeple but the 
west front were capable of restora- 


toware aeet 








Above : THE PLAN. Bel.w: PLAN OF EXISTING CHURCH. tion, and that there was no reason to 
a =e suppose any of the solid foundations 

to be sufficiently shaken not to be re- 

woe atm arouse cHaren ; usable. I also realised that the 
ee ee ee , church as it was had been endeared 


by long association to many mem- 
bers of the congregation, that as 
much of the old structure as pos- 
sible should be saved, and that all 
violent discord between the new and 
the old should be avoided. 

I tried every experiment I could- 
think of to build upon the existing 
foundations a new church in which 
every member of the congregation 
could see the priest at the altar. 
This requirement ruled out any 
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repetition of the seated aisles that 
formerly existed in which the view 
from a great many seats was blocked 


by pillars. I was glad to be rid of 
the aisles since their roofs had 
resulted in the old church having no 
dignified side windows, both aisle 
windows and clerestory windows 


THE BUILDER 


INTERIOR AS PROPOSED. 


being insignificant in height. By 
substituting for the aisles ambula- 
tory passages I have been able to 
obtain tall windows, and also to 
seat, the whole breadth of the nave, 
the central passage, of course, ex- 
cepted. 

The west end I propose to retain 


almost exactly as at present, but re- 
building the baptistery windows in 
somewhat ampler form. 

Inspection of the plan will reveal 
that I am repeating Sir Arthur Blom- 
field’s characteristic device of a half- 
arch at the east end of either side 
arcade. Transeptal space, at this 


DESIGN FOR THE CHURCH OF ST. JOHN’S, UPPER ST. LEONARDS. 
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point, on either side of the nave 
gives more seats from which the 
altar can be clearly seen, and sup- 
plies, as it were, a small nave to each 
of the chapels. 

I come now to the most unusual! 
feature in my design, the double 
chancel arches one over the other. 
Having reduced the piers of the 
chancel arch to the smallest possible 
dimensions in order to avoid obstruc- 
tion, I had carefully to guard the 
stability of the wall between nave 
and chancel. A tall uninterrupted 
chancel arch in such circumstances 
needs some transverse tie. I arrived 
at the arrangement shown in my 
drawings, in which the upper arch is 
large and open and just as important 
in the general view of the church as 
the arch below it. I have, further, 
been able to provide by this means 
what I think almost the ideal posi- 
tion for the choir and organ—the 
capacious rood gallery, where they 
will be enabled to lead the congrega- 
tional singing very well. 

In the external design of the 
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SECTIONS. 


church I have borne in mind that 
simplicity and some degree of grand- 
eur in proportions is more likely to 
be attainable in these days than any 
architectural elaboration. Every part 
shows itself for what it is and the 
general proportions have been care- 
fully studied. The condition of the 
external stonework in all _ the 
churches in the town, not excluding 
St. John’s itself, does not encourage 
me to use any more where it would 
be exposed to the weather. I find 
the brick of the old church not dis- 
agreeable in the colour to which time 
has brought it, but any new. red 
brick would, I think, be very staring 
for some years. I suggest, therefore, 
using some neutral-coloured brick, 
such as that from the Keymer fields, 
or possibly from Crowborough, work- 
ing into it (as I have done at St. 
Wilfrid’s, Brighton) a certain amount 
of red brick in simple patterns which 
will soften the junction between old 
and new. With a roof of home-made 
sand-faced tiles the general effect 
should be very harmonious. 
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Internally, I should like to avoid 
the always “hot” effect of a red-brick 
interior, and I think, with the red 
brickwork remaining at the west end, 
the combination with it of some other 
brick would be much harder to recon- 
cile than it-will be outside, where the 
effects of weather will soon help us. 
The air at St. Leonards is clean, and 
I feel that a white-plastered interior 
with a fairly ample use of stone for 
dressings has there everything to 
recommend it. It admits of almost 
unlimited colour decoration in the 
form of memorial paintings. It does 
justice to any stained glass there may 
be, and it always seems fresh and 
cheerful. 

Long before the war I maintained 
continually that timber roofs on 
churches should be avoided, except 
where necessitated by the strictest 
economy. The roof shown on my 
drawings would be constructed of 
precast, reinforced concrete units, 
would be proof against fire and 
beetle, and could be decorated in 


colour to any extent. 
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THE “ARCON” MARK Il 
TEMPORARY HOUSE 


ARCON, ARCHITECTS 


THe Arcon Mark II TEMPORARY HOUSE 
represents a line of individual research con- 
ducted between April, 1943, and the Spring of 
1944, into the development of a demountable 
house. In this research Messrs. Arcon made 
use of field experiments then being carried out 
on prefabricated construction for long-life 
houses. The design was ready when, in April, 
1944, the Government publicised the pressed- 
steel bungalow and declared its. intention of 
sponsoring a temporary housing programme. 
Lord Portal (then Minister of Works) gave 
facilities for the erection of an Arcon Mark II 
prototype house at the Tate Gallery site. While 
this house satisfied the Minister and his tech- 
nical advisers as to general principles of con- 
struction, it did not conform to the special and : 
equipment requirements elaborated in the ; 
design of the ‘‘ Portal’’ pressed-steel house. ee ee 
Further designs—the Mark ITI and Mark IV— 
were then prepared, adapting the Mark II 
constructional technique to the plan of the 
pressed-steel bungalow, and the final design, 
Mark IV, was erected at the Tate Gallery in 
September, 1944. 

The Mark II house, which has now been 
re-erected at Poplar, has certain features o° 
interest. Designed as a demountable house, 
four assumptions guided the work :— 

(1) That a two-bedroom house, between 500 
and 600 sq. ft. in area, was the target at which 
to aim. 

(2) That the house should be planned round 
the Arcon service unit already ‘‘ frozen’’ to a 
dimension of 12 ft. by 4 ft. 4 in. 

(3) That in view of the availability of raw 
materials in this country, the structure should 
consist of a steel framework with an external 
weather-proof cladding of asbestos-cement and 
an internal lining of plasterboard. 

(4) That since the house would occupy sites 
for a limited period only, foundations should 
be kept to the minimum to avoid subsequent 
clearance work. 


Following is the construction outline :— 


Foundation.—8-in. dia. concrete piles. Steel 
framework.—Base—rolled-steel sections ; super- 
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VIEW OF COMPLETED LIVING-ROOM.: THE JUNCTIONS OF THE WALL-PANEL UNITS 
WITH THE CEILING, FLOOR, AND AT CORNERS ARE CONCEALED BY A PICTURE RAIL, A 
THE PLAN. SKIRTING AND A CORNER FILLET RESPECTIVELY. 
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HOUSING POLICY _ 


MR, BEVAN’S REVIEW IN THE 
COMMONS. 


In the House of Commons on October 
17, Mr. R. 8, Hudson moved :— 

That this House views with grave 
appreHension the existing shortage of 
houses in both urban and rural areas and 
urges His Majesty’s Government to give 
continuous attention to the related prob- 
lems of labour and material required for 
repair and reconstruction, as well as for 
the building of new houses. 

He said that there had been some indi- 
cations lately that the fear expressed by 
the Hobhouse Committee that the claims 
of rural areas might be paened into the 
background might be well founded. He 
estimated that a minimum of 300,000 new 
houses were required in the countryside 
of which at least 100,000 would be needed 
in the first two or three years in order to 
provide for the new intake of agricul- 
tural man-power. It was, however, quite 
idle to suppose that there was any pos- 
sibility within any time that mattered of 
rehousing in new houses the whole of 
the existing workers in agriculture, let 
alone the tens of thousands of workers 
engaged in trades ancillary to agriculture. 
Therefore, the second great essential was 
the reconditioning on a very considerable 
scale of existing houses in addition to 
new housing. It would readily be under- 
stood, therefore, with what feelings of 
consternation the Members of the Oppo- 
sition heard the decision of the Govern- 
ment to drop the renewal of the Housing 
of Rural Workers Act. 

Asking the Government to declare what their 
new housing ee was, he said it was difficult 
to believe that land was the _bottlenec: 
because, last March, local authorities owned 
land for 300,000 houses and were in. process 
of soquizing land for 350,000 more, while the 
central Government had approved acquisition 
of land for an additional 900,000. If labour 
was the bottleneck, what steps was the Minister 
taking in conjunction with the Minister of 
Labour? The last figure he had been given 
of release from the Forces—4,000 to date— 
was pretty, disappointing. 

He believed that the people of London were 
getting exasperated by the delays in bomb- 
amage repairs, and he thought the taxpayers 
would be exasperated when they saw the bill. 
There would never be quick and economic 
working until the cost plus system was 
abolished. The Opposition believed that it 
was essential to allow private enterprise to 
play its part and to make a start now, even in 
a@ small way, so that it might become org: 2 
If the Government intended to rely on local 
authority activity for absorbing all building 

t might soon found that there 
would be millions of people wanting houses, 
— Soper unemployment in the building 
industry. 


Mr. Bevan’s Review. 





Mr. A. Bevan, Minister of Health, said . 


that one would have thought, listening 
to Mr. Hudson, that the housing problem 
was a direct consequence of the war, but 
the fact was that the housing problem for 
the lower income groups in this count 
had not been solved since the industria 
revolution. There were 4,000,000 houses 
in this country over 80 years of age and 
it was bitter to reflect that for very many 
years we had millions of workers and un- 
employed who could have built houses. 
The Labour Party made certain promises 
at the election, and they were going to 
establish a new fashion in Government, 
because they were going to keep them. 
There had been some criticism that the 
Government had not carried out the 
exact letter of the promise to establish a 
Ministry of Housing. But they had, in 
practice, fulfilled the substance of their 
proesiees and had concentrated responsi- 
ility for housing in one Ministry. He 
added: ‘I do hope that Members-in all 
arts of the House will not insist upon 
ollowing, to the extent of pedantry, this 
argument about a Ministry of Housing, 
which merely upsets things at the 
moment. Everybody knows that it would 
be: very difficult to carve out from the 
Mini of Health that section which is 
tesponsible for housing alone. It would 
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be a major departmental operation, and 
the consequence would be to delay hous- 
ing for many months.” 


The Government's. Policy. 
Going on to explain the broad outlines of 
r 


the Government’s housing policy, the 
said that before the war the housing problems 
of the middle-classes were, roughly, solved. 
The higher income groups had their houses; the 
lower income groups did not. Speculative 
builders, supported enthusiastically, arid even 
voraciously, by money-lending organisations, 
solved the problem of the higher income groups 
in the matter of housing. . The Government 
proposed to start at the other end. They pro- 
posed to start to solve, first of all, the housing 
difficulties of the lower income groups and to 
lay the main emphasis of their programme 
upon building houses to let.. That meant that 
they would have to ask local authorities to 
be the main instruments for the housing pro- 
gramme. If. there were other agencies that 
were ready to build houses to let, he was pre- 
pared to welcome them, They would consider 
each scheme on its merits. 

Grave civic damage had been caused by 
allowing local authorities to build houses for 
the lower income groups and public specula- 
tors being allowed to build houses for the 
higher income groups. The result had been 
castrated communities. Colonies of low income 
people, ved in houses provided by the local 
authorities and the higher income groups lived 
in their own colonies. That segregation of 
different income groups was a img 4 evil thing 
from a civilised point of view. e housing 
schemes built by the local authorities were on 
the whole zsthetically of a far higher etandard 
than the houses built by private enterprise. 
One had only look at the fretful fronts 
stretching along the great roads leading from 
London—what one cynic had called the marzi- 
pan period—to see the monstrous crimes com- 
mitted against zsthetics by a long 
private speculators in house building. 

The House would like to know where the 
minds of the Government were moving in this 
matter. One of the consequences of this segre- 
gation was to create an insistence on uni- 
formity. It was very difficult for architects 
responsible for the layout of municipa' hous- 
ing schemes to arrange their houses in varied 
architectural compositions ,if they were to be 
houses for the same types of people and if they 
had to be the same size. An architectural com- 
position to which we could look with delight 
must have much more variety in design, and 
therefore he was going to encourage the hous- 
ing authorities in their layouts to make pro- 
vision for building houses for the higher in- 
come group at higher rents. : 

_ Now that the local authorities were organis- 
ing their schemes he hoped that all age groups 
would be found oe in their _schemes 
and they would not be segregated. He ho’ 
that the old people would not be asked to live 
in colonies of their own. After all, they did 
not want to look out of their windows on end- 
less processions of the funerals of their friends, 
they also wanted to look at preseemene of per- 
ambulators. The full life should see the un- 
folding of a multi-coloured panorama before the 
eyes of every citizen every day. 

The main emphasis for the concentrated 
building of houses and for the housing pro- 
gramme would be on the local authority. He 
was fully aware that there were certain forms 
of building organisation that might not 
available for the public building programme. 
The local authorities were therefore allowed to 
license private buildings for sale up to a limit 
of £1; in the provinces and £1,300 in 
London. These licences were for the purpose 
of supplementing the main housing programme 
and not for diverting building labour an 
materials that would otherwise flow into the 
If local authori- 


mee housing programme. 
ies exercised these licensing powers too gener- 
ously and were too tardy in their own housing 
schemes he would suspend the power to issue 


these licences for this purpose. He would be 
asking Parliament to approve very shortly 
certain provisions to prevent these houses so 
built from being resold speculatively. 


The Borrowing Rate. 

Many controls were absolutely essential if 
we were to avoid the mistakes of the 
Governments in the inter-war years. He 
would like to warn hon. Members against one 
aspect of this matter. There was a great deal 
of money available in this country for invest- 
ing in house building. The local authorities 
could borrow money at 34 per cent. from the 
Public Works Loans Board. The rate of 
interest at which money was loaned by other 
agencies was higher than that, and there would 
be great pressure upon Members to let loose 
this hoarded-up pile of money on the housing 
shortage. The conflict would be between public 
housing on the one hand and the money-lender 
on the other. Many of these building societies 
that started off as building societies were now 
nothing but money-lending societies. He 
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did not propose, so long a3 he was Minister 
of Health, to let loose this vast mass of accu- 
mulated money on a scarcity market and to 
encourage people to acquire mortgages that 
would gravestones around their necks. 
Therefore he urged ret soldiers who were 
feeling the housing shortage acutely not to act 
too hastily, and not to acquire mortgages at 
these high housing prices, but to postpone buy- 
ing until later on. 


Land Acquisition. 

The Government were not against people 
owning their own houses. He was going to 
ask the House almost immediately to raise the 
limits under which local authorities could lend 
money under the Small Dwellings Acquisition 
Act. So long as the ownership of a house 
was an extension and expression of the person- 
ality of the owner it was an excellent thing, 
but if the ownership of houses was a denial of 
somebody else’s personality it was a socia 
affront. Although it was perfectly true that 
the local authorities had land on which to build 
large numbers of, houses there were many local 
authorities which had not got the land. “If 
land for an airfield was needed during the war 
there were no protracted negotiations with 
the landlord,” said the Minister, adding: “ We 
are going to have no protracted negotiations 
with the landlord for sing Pee. It is a 
form of control we are g to remove. We are 
going to ask the. House to approve a Bill by 
which land for all public purposes, including 
housing, will be acquired by all those agencies 
which have powers 0 gg ge purchase under 
Act of Parliament by the same ho by 
which land is now being acquired for houses 
for temporary arpoees.. 

The reason why he Government did not want 
at this stage to re-enact the Housing (Rural 
Workers) Act was that they wanted to know 
first of all how the demobilised building workers 
would dispose themselves over the countryside. 
He wanted first of all to canalise all the 
available rural labour to build new houses. 
Later on when they could see how the problem 
developed he hoped to come to Parliament 
to ask for an Act to enable cottages to be 
reconditioned, because in any case many of 
those cottages which were being reconditioned 
ought to be preserved. Many of them had great 
architectural: value. 

One decision of the utmost importance had 
been made in regard to — materials and 

The Government had decided to 
keep in being the Ministry of Supply, and 
would be placing most orders through that 
Ministry. The Royal Ordnance Factories 
which were being retained would be used to 
supplement the output of private industry. 
There were some industries producing building 
materials which were extremely unattractive to 
the workers in them. Therefore, he had: to 
consider, with the Minister of Labour, inquiries 
into these industries in order to bring up their 
standards to levels which would attract workers 
to them. He would not hide the fact that he 
had very great anxieties in that. They would 
need an additional 130,000 workers in industries 
roducing housing materials and oe 
hey ought to know that by the end of the year, 
and by then they could see whether their in- 
dustries producing housing components and 
er gaa were filling up to expectations and 
needs. 

Referring to the emergency winter conditions, 
the Minister said that the very acute housing 
shortage would be gravely increased by the re- 
turning soldiers, and it, would cause great 
suffering this winter. Nothing which anyone 
could do at the moment in the way of new house 
building would ease it. They had to make as 
much use as they could of available accommo- 
dation. _ He therefore ps to make an 
appeal, first of all to all persons with accom- 
modation in their homes to make that accom- 
modation available to those who need it. “ But 
if there are people so anti-social, who have 
accommodation grossly in excess of their 
reasonable requirements, it will be necessary to 
arm the local authorities with powers to re- 
quisition those which ‘are unoccupied,’”’ he 
added, “I hope the power of requisitioning will 
not need to be used except in very exceptional 
circumstances. Nevertheless, it has always been 
found that voluntary appeals of this sort are 
useless unless they are supported by some 
sanction in the background—as far in the back- 
ground as possible, I hope: At the same time 
the local housing authorities will be empowered 
to make certain adaptations in houses where 
householders allow them to be done in the way 
of providing sinks and cookers so as to. try 
to make, so far as possible, two separate house- 
holds. In order that this might be facilitated, 
the Government are to waive the protection of 
the Rents Acts in these cases and also enable 
the householder to set aside any covenants 
which may inhibit his letting apartments.” 


Forms of Prefabrication. 

There was also a further category (he pro- 
ceeded) with whith they proposed to deal: 
that was a category of residences that were 
in danger of being converted into offices and 
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other business premises. He was on Sd 
make a regulation that would require anybody 
who was inclined to do so, first to have the 
permission of a local authority 
sion took place. Prefabrication ex- 
aggerated by almost everyone. There were 
systems of prefabrication or semi-prefabrica- 
tion which were desirable. He had sent that 
day to local authorities a circular telling them 
of the systems ‘of prefabrication which had 
been approved. pe of experiment 
ought now to end, and some permanent decision 
should reached. Decisions had been 
reached about concrete types and types that 
contained steel frames, Local authorities were 
being asked to decide what forms of prefabrica- 
tion they preferred, and once the Ministry knew 
from them how many hquses that amounted to 
in any particular system of prefabrication, it 
could negotiate the prefabricated portions with 
the people producing them and, thereby get 
reductions in prices. A pressed stéel house had 
mn approved. It was a beautifully d ed 
two-storey house. The tooling-up would e 
time, and he was making no promises as to 
when these houses would be forthcoming. 
He would give detailed monthly progress re- 
rts, starting at the beginning of the New 
ear, so that the House would know what 
progress was being made. Furthermore, when 
they had ae materials and labour to the 
local authorities they would provide these 
authorities with housing targets. These were 
instances where local authorities’ own efforts 
would have to be supplemented by other forms 
of building organisation. 


Control of Costs. 

Asked what kind of agency was _con- 
templated, Mr. Bevan instanced the flying 
building squads of the Ministry of Works, 
corporations, and associations which the 
Minister of Town and _ Country Planning 
would have to establish. He believed the hous- 
« ing problem could be solved, that the job was 

going to be done. did not want to tie him- 
self to figures, because if one did that one be- 
came the victim of importunities by undesir- 
able elements, building contractors who wanted 
to hold the public up to racketeer prices. He 
wanted to bring down housing costs, and invited 
the co-operation of the House in doing so. One 
of the instruments of that co-operation was not 
to ask the Government to tie themselves to 
precise ceiling figures for the housing pro- 
gramme but to do the job as best they could. 
He hoped that, in the months that lay ahead, 
the House generally would co-operate in trying 
to get local authorities to face their responsi- 
bilities and help members to face theirs, If 
they did so, in a very few years’ time the back 
of the housing problem could be broken. 


Points from the Debate. 


Lisvr.-Cot. Price-Wuirs said that the Minister 
must not allow house building to be hampered 
by controls. 

Mr. G. Hicxs said it was essential that pre- 
fabricated houses should be accurate in their 
manufacture and set-up. He was sorry that all 
the work done in connection with the Portal 
houses had not been carried to a conclusion. 
The type of equipment which was in these 
houses was first class and should be made 
available to all temporary houses. 

Mr. A. E. Davins said that as a member of 2 
local a confronted with a big housing 

rogramme, he was disappointed with Mr. 

evan’s statements regarding finance. The in- 
terest rate of 34 per cent. under the Local 
Authorities’ Loans Act was no good to them. 
They must have some idea of thé economic 
framework in which they could work. 

Commanper Swawcross said that Mr. Bevan 
should take power to make it illegal for land- 
lords to draw rent from property which had 
been unfit for human habitation for 30 years, 
and the Minister should direct that first-aid re- 

airs should carried out at once as in the 


mbed cities. 

Mr. Witinx said that at the General Election 
there was to have been a Minister of Housing 
and Planning combined, but in a they 
were told that that plan was in cold storage. 
The Opposition were disappointed at the 
Minister. Surely it would have been possible 
for the Government to throw some light on their 
programme for the next two years. There were 
no signs of imagination at work on this great 
problem. There was a doctrinaire adherence 
to the belief that all progress was made by 
public authorities. | Unless Bevan gave 
proper encouragement to all agencies, includ- 
ing speculative builders and small builders, 
there would be grave risk of unemployment in 
the next few years. It was not true people with 
small incomes did not desire to buy their own 
houses. It was not true that buil contrac- 
ters were attempting ‘to hold up the publie 
for racketeering prices. There was grave 
apprehension about the housing shortage, and 
the House had been given sadly little in the 
way of facts. = 

The motion was carried nem. con. 


{Other Parliamentary news will be found on 
page 337.) 


fore conver- 
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DEVELOPMENT AROUND REGENT’S PARK 


AN EXAMPLE OF GROUP 
ARCHITECTURAL PLANNING. 


On October 17 a public meeting was 
held in the R.I.B.A. building, Portland- 
place, W.1, to discuss a plan drawn up 
for the development of the Crown estates 
around Regent’s Park as a single residential 
unit. Professor Sir Charles Reilly, LL.D., 

resided. 

. The meeting had been called by the 
South-West St, Pancras Labour agg and 
the St. Pancras Borough Labour Party, 
and in opening the proceedings Tue Cuarr- 
MAN said he was proud to preside at the 
first meeting in the R.1.B.A. building 
convened by the Labour Party, and he 
hoped with the power that’ party had now 
the scheme would be got through. He 
felt that town planning had become a4 
real thing, and that the present proposal 
was carrying a stage further Professor 
Abercrombie’s plan for London. The pre- 
sent plan had been promoted by the St. 
Pancras Labour Party, which had em- 
ployed a group of architects. He had 
only had a short glance at the scheme, but 
he saw that it not only preserved the Nash 
terraces. but let light and air from the 
Park into the rather sad neighbourhood 
behind those terraces. The new layout 
would not have the unity of the old design, 
but it was for a different kind of life. It 
was for a life where everybody, rich or 
poor, was to have light, air, space, and 
it was to be hoped work and happiness. 
The area was surrounded by _ arterial 
roads and park. Although containing over 
eight thousand people, it had a complete 
sense of unity, and in spite of living in 
ten-storey flats the people might get to 
know one another. When going to the 


The schools were well within the area 
and could be reached without crossing any 
traffic road. The shopping centre in the 
middle gave a sense of community. The. 
Nash terraces were .preserved: there 
would still be that fine spectacular, rather 
ompous, architecture representing its era. 
But those houses were not to be for people 
to live in, they were to be turned into 
centres for the W.E.A., trade unions and 
other communal bodies, with hostels 
above. The Park was brought behind the 
Nash terraces; where the mews used to 
be would be opened out to meet fine 
architecture of our own period. Modern 
blocks with light and air would be blended 
into a unity with the Nash terraces. He. 
was very glad so interesting a part of 
London should be so quickly off the mark. 
Mr. Eric Coox explained the scheme, 
illustrating his remarks with lantern 
slides. He said that he and others in the 
Labour Party did not regard this plan 
as the last word; they considered it 
rather as a trigger to fire the first shot. 
The whole of the Regent’s Park area con- 
stituted one of the very earliest examples 
of large scale site ery 1 in Britain, and 
one of the finest. An hour before this 
meeting _Mr. Summerson, Broadcasting 
from the B.B.C., had said that a goo 
new plan had been substituted for a good 
old one. In its day the Nash plan had 
been superb, but! it was for a very thin 
social, stratum, and behind the terraces 
were the spaces for servants living under 
much less desirable conditions. Those 
mews and small shops and alleys had 
since deteriorated into a slum, and this 
had been worsened by the blitz. St. 
Pancras was in a difficult position with 
regard to housing. It had faced a grave 
housing situation even before the war, 





Park they had to pass a community centre, 
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DEVELOPMENT AROUND REGENT’S PARK. 


and the war had made the situation much 
worse. At a time of panic with regard to 
temporary housing, it had been: proposed 
to build on Regent’s Park and Parliament 
Hill Fields, The St. Pancras Labour 
Party had debated this suggestion and 
had rejected it, Thereupon the question 
had been asked where were the temporary 
houses to be put up, and it became neces- 
to look for a useful site. This site 
occurred to him when, walkin 
through the Park, he saw the terraces an 
thouaht, ‘* Wouldn’t I like to live there !’’ 
The next thought had been, “ y 
should not ordin people live there?”’ 
He had put this idea to the other mem- 
bers of the St. Pancras Labour Party and 
their thoughts had worked around it in a 
democratic way. Commenting on this 
fact, the B.B.C. broadcaster said, 
“The striking thing js that an ordinary 
group of London people got to work on 
their problems, and with the help of 
friendly experts produced a plan.”’ 


Extended Development Possible. 

Mr. Cook detailed the various steps by 
which the plan had been brought to its 
present shape, explaining how one idea 
after another had been conceived, brought 
forward and incorporated. The principles 
of the plan, he said, could be extended 
all round the Park, the area becoming 
not a fringe of high-class housing but a 
broad belt, facing in upon the Park. The 
carrying out of the plan depended on the 
Commissioners of Crown Lands. Its pro- 
posers said that Crown property should 
be an example to the rest. If ordinary 
people could not live in good conditions 
- ahs property, where could they live 
well? 

Sm Parrick ABERCROMBIE said it was 
extremely satisfactory to see’the attempt 
to carry out the rebuilding of a very 
important area on the principles recom- 
mended in the County of London plan. 
The Chairman was probably right in say- 
ing that this was the first public exhibi- 
tion of a large scheme carried out on the 
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principles of that plan, but to-morrow he 
was going to show to another body a pro- 
posal to carry out the principles of .the 
plan in an area in the south of London, 
and he understood the Duchy of Cornwall 
was also embarking on a similar project. 
He would not like to say whether the 
whole of the area shown in the St. Pancras 
plan could be regarded as an area‘ with a 
population of under 136 per acre. 

Tue CHareman : It is 152. 

Sm Parrick ABERCROMBIE: It is above 
136 but under 200. 

He continued that density might be 
increased because of neighbouring open 
space. The matter of the number of shops 
required in any particular area depended 
partly on the distance from more impor- 
tant shopping centres. We wanted to give 
people the chance to buy locally, but there 
should not be too big a centre with vacant 
shops. The two schools in the St. Pancras 
plan conformed with the idea of a neigh- 
bourhood unit; they were placed conveni- 
ently in this single unit free from through 
traffic. The amount to which a precinct 
could be excluded from through traffic was 
uncertain, an ordinary urban sense was 
necessary, but not such a sense as made 
life intolerable. 

Mr. A. Wruttams said there -were 
features of the present scheme requiring 
a little’ more study, like the placing of 
the shopping centre and the size of the 
school units. The new Education Act 
required something colossal in the way 
of school grounds. It was disappointing 
ito see that the authors of this scheme 
had not. made use of the fine vista lead- 
ifig up from Munster-square fo the Cale- 
donian Market. 

A member of the audience, saying he 
was not an architect or town planner, 
raised a number of points.’ Among other 
things he said that the Nash Terraces sky- 
line had been somewhat spoiled by odd 
storeys erected on them from house to 
house. Was it a feature of the plan that 
the terraces should be smoothed off 
at all? The ten-floor blocks proposed 
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would presumably be 110ft. high. How 
much sunlight would come to ground 
floors? Trees took a long time to grow, 
and he would like to hear how soon the 
plan would reach maturity.—Mr. Cook 
replied that the plan would require a 
minimum of ten or perhaps fifteen years. 
_ A number of other speakers took part 
in the proceedings. One of these, an 
architect, replying to the point about sky- 
line, said there were some very curious 
bits of Nash architecture on top of the 
terraces, and he did not think a great 
deal had been done to spoil the skyline 
since those days. As to sunlight in the 
ten-storey bipcts, their distance apart was 
nearly twice their height. : 

Mr. Miller said that he lived in the 
borough, and as a reserve policeman he 
had been inside most of these houses. 
They were extremely dilapidated. The 
treads of the staircases were much worn. 
In many cases it would be impossible to 
use the houses for trade union purposes 
or any other. The first floor might be 
suitable for lectures, but the three upper 
floors would be deadweight. There were 
already two shopping centres within easy 
walking distance, and everybody went to 
one of these. There was a great need for 
hotels near Euston Station, and he thought 
tha scheme should make provision for this. 

A member of the National Union of 
Railwaymen asked if the group that had 
prepared the plan had been in contact 
with the L.M.S. railway? Plans had 
been drawn up for the railway and 
scrapped many times. Those plans en- 
croached on this area. 


In our October 12 issue, we regret that 
the statement was incorrectly made that 
the Regent’s Park scheme, outlined above, 
was the work of certain named architects 
working in conjunction with Mr. C. S. 
Bainbridge, M.Inst.C.E., F.8.1., St. Pan- 
cras Borough Engineer and Surveyor. The 
architects so named are, in fact, engaged 
on other works of conversion and Py 
tion in the Borough. 
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THE PREPARATION OF SITES 
FOR HOUSING SCHEMES 


By RAGLAN SQUIRE, F.R.1.B.A. 


2.—The Preparation of a Site-layout 
n. 


Tua preparation of a site-layout plan for 
a scheme of, say, 50 to 100 houses is of 
far greater significance, both economically 
and from the point of view of the speed of 
<ompletion, than is generally realised. The 
gesthetic considerations, as was pointed 
out in the previous article, also become 
increasingly significant as the designs of 
the individual houses themselves tend to 
become more and more uniform. However, 
as these articles are not intended to be an 
esthetic treatise but rather a stimulant 
to the more speedy and economic carrying 
out of the actual work, esthetics are not 
dealt with here. In any case, the majority 
of readers should’ by now be aware of 
their responsibilities on the wxsthetic side 
and, if they are not competent to deal 
with such matters themselves, should at 
least know where to go to find such 
competence. 

In order to emphasise points made in 
this article, two alternative layouts have 
‘been prepared for the same piece of land. 
Before we start comparing these layouts, 
it would be well here and now to empha- 
ise how important it is to have an 
accurate and carefully plotted survey pre- 
pared of any piece of land that it is in- 
tended to develop. Such a survey should 
be ‘‘contoured”’ for easy reading and 
spot levels should be given as well; it 

ould show invert levels of all existing 
drains and streams, etc., that happen to 


run acrosg the site, and should have in- ° 


formation about any existing services, 
such as gas, water and electricity, care- 
fully recorded. The positions of all trees 
worth retaining should be accurately 
plotted, and information as to the present 
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use of the top-soil should be nected, i.e.; 


under plough, grassland, crops, etc. 
It is, furthermore, imperative to make 
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trial holes and to take samples of the 
earth for foundation tests, etc., and also 
to obtain local information as to seasonal 
changes in sub-soil water level. It is 
surprising how often one comes across 
site-layout plans which have obviously 
been prepared without any real apprecia- 
tion of the formation and characteristics 
of the actual land on which they are to 
be placed and which, in consequence, are 
often not only awkward in appearance and - 
merciless as regards the preservation of 
trees, but are also needlessly expensive 
into the bargain. 


Making Use of Contours. 

Perhaps the first point that stands out 
in the consideration of the two, alternative 
layout plans ig that while on Fig. 
all the roads along which houses are to 
be built ran parallel with ‘the contours; 
on Fig. 2 nearly 50 per cent. of the 
roads either run across them or obliquely 
to them. The advantage is, of course, 
with the former, for with the typical semi- 
detached plans of to-day it is more 
economica] to get the length of the pair 
of houses running with the contours, and 
thus the smallest dimensions. running 
across the slope. This will save quite a 
considerable amount of dig-and-fill and 
a fair amount of brick “ building’ up ” 
on any large scheme. 

There is a further point to’consider in 
relation to sloping sites. In Fig 1, 
where the rows of houses run in the same 
direction as the contours, it would be 
fairly ‘easy to form a flat strip along the 
line of the houses by the use of mechani- 
cal plant and the dig and fill pro- 
cess; whereas, where the houses run 
across the contours, a series of gmall 
stepped platforms would have to be 
formed, which is a much more difficult 
operation and, further, on a_ steeply 
sloping site, there might not be room 
between the pairs of houses to allow for 
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the requisite batter. Again, in Fig. 2, 
with the building lines stepped _ back- 
ward and forward as they are shown, 
any mechanical plant used for stripping 
top-soil, etc., would have a very difficult 
time. 

The services should also be considered 
while the site-layout is being prepared. 
In Fig. 2 the road curves are too sharp 
and an unnecessary number of manholes 
would have to be built to enable the 
drains to be properly rodded, thus adding 
additional overheads to be charged to 
the final cost of each house. Of course, 
the drains are often taken round the 
backs of the houses in modern practice— 
and this method has many advantages— 
but they would still present a more diffi- 
cult and costly eit. sas on the curved 
layout than the rectangular one. 

Finally the trench runs, not only for 
the drains but for all the other services, 
would be so complicated in Fig. 2 as to 
nullify the advantages to be gained by 
the use of mechanical trenchers, whereas 
it can readily be seen how adaptable a 
layout such as shown on Fig. 1 would 
be for the use of these machines. The 
operator would be able to make long, 
Fraley straight rungs and all the trench- 
ing on an estate designed on these lines 
would be cut in a quarter of the man- 
hours that would be required to dig them 
by hand and at about a third of the cost. 


(To be continued.) 


THE PLAN FOR BATH 


CRITICISMS BY BATH ARCHITECTS 


Tue replanning of the Central Area 
of Bath on lines suggested in the report 
prepared by Sir Patrick Abercrombie (con- 
sultant), Mr. John Owen (City Engineer), 
and Mr. H. Anthony Mealand (Town Plan- 
ning Officer) in association, and illustrated 
in The Builder for February 9, 194F , was 
approved by the Bath City Council! last 
week. The plan, however, has not met 
with universal approval, the Bath Group 
of the Bristol Society of Architects having 
put forward a number of criticisms and 
suggestions in a memorandum which has 
been submitted to the Chairman of the 
Bath and District Planning Committee 
and to each member of the City Council. 
Following are some of the more important 
points. 

It is urged that the planners give a fresh 
study of the broad outlines of the problem 
as it is treated in their Report, particu- 
larly in Chapter IV, in order that the 
plan may interpret these to the best 
advantage of the city. ‘‘ We are confi- 
dent,’’ proceed the critics, ‘‘ that if the 
plan goes forward as now represented, 
Bath will lose qualities which may never 
be regained.” 

‘‘In our opinion the tendency of the 
planning is to lose sight of the importance 
of atmosphere and to overlook the historic 
charm and intimate scale of the city. That 
these factors are vital even to the most 
progressive development of Bath is beyond 
dispute, and admittedly full weight is 
given in the Report to the importance in 
particular of preserving its Georgian 
characteristics. Yet the general concep- 
tion of the replanning is, we submit, cal- 
culated to destroy the real Bath for good. 
Somewhere, between the Report and its 
representation in the exhibition, ground 
has keen lost.” 

‘‘The Georgian character of Bath archi- 
tecture is mainly a facade; it catches the 
eye and is accepted as a legacy of the 
Georgian period inseparable from Bath as 
known and appreciated by every grade of 
society. It is our conviction that no pre- 
sent-day copyism can hope to perpetuate 
this character and we find ourselves in 
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eutire agreement with the section of the 
Report in which this matter is discussed. 
It is, therefore, perhaps regrettable that 
the exhibition included drawings which 
carried characterisation beyond the stage 
of outlines. Intenpretation of contem- 
porary techniques of design and construc- 
tion in its new buildings, for maintaining 
the high tradition of the city, will be the 
engaging and serious study of every archi- 
tect, and much will depend upon the 
solving of this unusually difficult problem. 
While a great deal must be new, we con- 
sider that the ‘ Plan’ destroys some that 
could be saved, and we would urge: the 
preservation of every facade and feature 
of the Georgian period which now contri- 
butes to its atmosphere and does not stand 
in the way of considered progress.”’ 

As to housing, the critics are disap- 
pointed ‘‘ to find the city putting forward 
designs with elevational treatments in the 
‘ cottage’ tradition. These do not appear 
either to reflect the trends of contem- 
porary ‘house design, or to take account of 
the strong traditional character of 
Georgian Bath which is definitely metro- 
politan in flavour. We trust that further 
study will be given to the elevational 
treatment of these houses in order that 
something worthy of the occasion and of 
the traditions may be produced.” 

On the question of the disfigurements 
of the ‘‘ facade’’ of Bath by wesighely 
advertisements, also the ‘‘ many garis 
shop facias which are unworthy of the 
city,”? the memorandum points out that 
advertisements set upon hoardings in 
prominent positions or painted on the 
gable ends of houses are by no means the 
only source of unsightliness. ‘‘In our 
opinion, shopkeepers, big and small, offend 
in many ways against the ordinary rules 
of good conduct towards the buildings they 
occupy or the streets in which they are 
situated. For example, disfiguring signs 
are hung from Georgian features, facias 
obscure good architectural detail, and 
painted shopfronts vie with one another 
in the garishness and visual unsuitability 
of the colours they wear. Whatever form 
advice or control may take in the future, 
we must urge that a fraction of the 
ene needed for implementing this plan 
should be diverted to putting right what 
has been done wrongly in this field in the 
ast.’ 

, The memorandum refers to the ‘“‘ incal- 
culable damage’’ done by atmospheric 
pollution to building materials, notably 
Bath stone, and regrets that no direct 
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reference to this important matter is made 
in the Report. It is then urged that 
more attention should be given to the use 
of tubs of flowers, flowering shrubs, and 
planting generally, not only in the city 
but in the new estates. 
_ On the question of communications, it 
is considered that the main arterial road 
by-passing the city by the northerly route 
is a mistake, as it cuts through the core 
of the Georgian city and spoils the north 
side of Victoria Park. The incidence of 
fumes and of intense traffic noise, rever- 
berating in the proposed cutting, upon this 
part of the city would reduce it to a low 
amenity level. In place of this it is recom- 
mended that the city be by-passed on its 
southern area, using roads which for the 
greater part already pass through indus- 
trialised zones. 

_ The projected formation of a new heavy 
industrial area in Bathampton at the 
junction of the two beautiful valleys is 
strongly deprecated. A good alternative 
setting is not immediately evident, but the 
critics suggest that the district of New- 
ton-St.-Loe in the vicinity of the turnpike 
is suitable and that its availability for this 
purpose should be investigated. It is con- 
sidered that the present area containing 
gas works, destructor works, etc., is a 
serious blot on the plan of Bath, and that 
pending their removal elsewhere imme- 
diate consideration should be given to the 
abatement of the nuisance they constitute, 
both visually and hygienically. 


The Abbey Precinct. 

On the question of the Abbey Precinct, 
the memorandum suggests that within it 
there should be an increased promenade 
space (undisturbed by any but special- 
punpose calling traffic) to include Bath- 
street and the upper part of Stall-street, 
opposite the Pump Room. 

The Parade Gardens and the promen- 
ades which adjoin them must, it is 
claimed, be considered as an adjunct to 
the Abbey Precinct, although a roadway 
separates them. The placing of swimming 
and sunbathing facilities on the river bank 
immediately opposite will, it is objected, 
make serious inroads upon the peace and 
character of this precinct. Further, they 
would be disturbing elements for the 
Guildhall site, whether the latter becomes 
a Cultural Centre or remains for municipal 
offices. 

Referring’ to the Civic Centre, the critics 
say, ‘‘ We do not find ourselves in agree- 
ment with the view expressed in the 
Report that the scheme to remodel the 
Royal Crescent as a Civic Centre ‘ would 
create one of the finest Civic Centres in 
the world,’ and would be ‘a grand civic 
gesture of this age to those who follow.’ 
The change of function of this grand 
block of domestic buildings, the building- 
up of the spaces at the rear, and the 
general mutilation of the crescent neces- 
sary to convert it for civic purposes appear 
likely to be disastrous to its architectural 
character and balance. Further, it is 
generally accepted that a Civic Centre to 
function efficiently and be corporate with 
the day-to-day activity of the people, 
should be near the hub of the city. There- 
fore we suggest that this proposal should 
be reconsidered.”’ 

Having pointed out the disadvantages of 
“block planning ’’ in the Central Area, 
the memorandum concludes : ‘‘ We do not 
suggest that the factors we have em- 
phasised have escaped the attention of Sir 
Patrick Abercrombie and his associates, 
but we contend that they have been 
swamped very largely by planning con- 
siderations of less permanent value and in 
some cases of active harm to the city.” 
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PHYSICAL PLANNING OF 


HOLIDAY RESORTS 
NEED FOR A NEW APPROACH. 


Speakinc at the Town and Country 
Planning Association Conference at 
Ventnor recently, Mr. Clove Wi11aMs- 
Exus, F.R.1.B.A., said that some holiday 
resorts were still so benighted that they 
had consulted no town planner or land- 
scape architect, had no orchestra, no 
camera obscura, and had never tasted nor 
even smelt good coffee, and such places 
were now, of course, as doomed to well- 
deserved extinction as were Sodom and 
Gomorrah. n 

The problem of holiday resort planning 
[he went on] is quite a different problem 
and needs quite a different approach from 
that of ordinary planning and_ housing. 
This is a difference that needs to be 
imaginatively understood, emphasised and 
exploited. In ordinary housing, one of the 
aims is that you should be near or handily 
placed for your work. In a holiday 
resort everything should be contrived to 
make you forget it—forget the shop, the 
office, the bench and the desk, and the 
8.15. Forget, too, the shopping queue, 
the stewpot and the mangle. Forget, for 
a fortnight, your accustomed and perhaps 
not very exciting street and neighbours, 
your prudent domestic budgeting, and for 
one short, glorious, extravagant fortnight 
at least, live recklessly above your income 
and have a high old time. 

It is the planner’s. job to set the stage 
appropriately for the efficient and accept- 
able performance of this most important 
national drama—this PLay, the vital im- 
portance of which we have at last come to 
recognise as essential to productive work— 
ag necessary as vitamins in our diet if we 
want a happy, healthy, successful, worth- 
while social life. 

With so many places already estab- 
lished, we shall mostly have to make the 
best of what is already in existence—which 
in some cases will mean trying to make 
silk purses out of sows’ ears. Here and 
there one may have the advantage of a 
fresh start and a clean slate, more or less, 
as at Farringford, Freshwater, where I 
have the privilege of planning an entirely 
new holiday set-up for Thomas Cook and 
Sons and the Southern Railway—some- 
thing between a normal hotel and a rather 
special sort of holiday camp—what we are 
provisionally calling an ‘* Hotel Colony. 

I would hazard that there are many dull 
and stagnant places where, say, £1,000 
imaginatively laid out would add £10,000 
a year to its total receipts and much 
enjoyment to its patrons, which at 1,000 
per cent would seem to be quite a sensible 
investment for any community to make, 
and it is not always the most expensive 
things that are needed and lacking. Some 
attractive trimmings are, owever, 
admittedly expensive, a planetarium, a 
good concert hall, a pier that is something 
more than an ironmonger’s exhibition, and 
so on. The things that skilled and 
imaginative planning can give you for 
next to nothing are the most important 
things of all—intimacy without sacrifice 
of ample light and air, variety without 
discord and with everything fitting into a 
carefully composed pattern and picture, 
both for convenience of use and elegance 
of. looks. Trees, lots of them, of the 
right sort in the right places—not merely 
properly planted, but properly tended 
thereafter. More grass and less asphalt; 
no railings; no “‘shrubs’’; plenty of 
flowers—both private and public—no silly, 
snobbish little ‘‘ alpines’’ interned in 
dusty ‘“‘ rockeries,’’ but gay and lusty, 
colourful, common flowers, that will ramp 
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and thrive and enjoy themselves with a 
minimum of attention according to your 
soil and climate and aspect. And plenty 
of colourwash on your buildings in a 
variety of light, soft, pastel shades. A 
full and joyous palette, giving you a 
chance to camouflage or pep-up your more 
dreary and banal fagades and to compose 
an attractive picture, full of synthetic 
sunlight. 

But that is merely making the best of 
a bad job, an old job based on mistaken 
ideas—or on none at all. What of the 
New Deals, where you can start off right 
away with a properly-thought-out scheme 
of treatment, based on a_ thorough 
diagnosing of what you have to work 
with and an accurate knowledge of the 
final results required? Conditions and 
ideas are always changing, so that a rigid 
plan and programme’ looking too far ahead 
is impracticable. You must keep things 
fluid and flexible. Be ready to seodity 
the year-to-year carrying out of your 
scheme whilst keeping your first imagined 
master plan and objective always steadily 
in view. 

One gets rather tired of the sort of 
manly beauty described as ‘‘ Barber’s 
Block ’’ or ‘‘ Tailor’s Dummy,”’’ as well as 
of too exquisite chocolate-box ladies. The 
same with buildings—most certainly with 
streets. It is not a civic defect we are 
likely to suffer from in England—far 
otherwise. But you do occasionally find 
individual buildings that smell too much 
of the office—that simply drip drawing 
board ! 

Beware of too much T-square, of com- 
mitting yourselves to plans simply because 
they make a neat and snappy pattern on 
paper. Paper can be a snare. Back to 
the land! The actual ground itself, with 
all its little folds and accidents and inci- 
dents of:every sort, that is what you have 
to use, to make the uttermost use of, if 
you are worth anything ai all. 

MR. SILKIN ON CONTROL OF 
DEVELOPMENT. 
Speaking on the same subject at the 


same Conference, Mr. Lewis SImLkin, 
M.P., Minister of Town and Country 
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Planning, said we did not want to turn 
our country into a museum piece. But 
there was no real reason why all industry 
should be hideous, as it was during most 
of the nineteenth-century expansion. In 
some special places it would be altogether . 
out of place; in others it was a‘ question 
of ensuring a right balance, and ensuring 
that industry, whether it be mining or 
anything else, was conducted with due 
regard for amenities and did not leave 
unnecessary scars. When factories were 
set up, architects as well as engineers 
should be employed, ensuring as far as 
possible that they were in harmony with 
their surroundings. Skylines should be pre- 
served and buildings sited at a lower level. 
Individuals anxious to invade the unspoilt 
coves and small bays remaining, mainly 
on the western coasts, should not be 
allowed to do so; and when the major 
building projects were proposed for the 
enlargement of the smaller resorts, care 
should be taken to see whether they were 
needed; and, if they were permitted, 
they should be planned with the greatest 
care. 

‘** Sometimes,’’ continued the Minister, 
‘‘unfortunate development occurs in 
beautiful places simply because some mem- 
bers of the authority there have a financial 
interest in the matter, whilst others are 
not sufficiently interested to prevent it. 
This must not be, and it is essential in 
every case that the question should be 
surveyed as a whole and from the widest 
point of view, One suggestion I would 
make is that Joint Planning Committees 
should use their powers under Section 3 
(4) of the 1932 Act and co-opt a repre- 
sentative of any local society concerned 
with amenities, or a local representative 
of one of the national bodies concerned 
with such matters, such as the C.P.R.E., 
C.P.R.W., or National Trust. This will 
not <jive them a predominant voice, but 
will ensure that on every occasion the 
question of beauty will be adequately 
brought to notice.’’ 

“‘T want Interim Development Authori- 
ties on the coast to regard themselves as 
custodians of something of national im- 
portance. It is not merely a local problem, 
and I propose to take steps to secure that 
I am kept adequately in touch with what 
goes on, and that development is properly 
controlled. We have to control low-grade 
holiday buildings, and the shacks, huts, 
bus-bodies and the like, which are likely 
to spring up now that the war is over.” 


OBITUARY 


T. Aikman Swan, F.R.1.B.A. 

Tue death has taken place of Mr. Thomas 
Aikman Swan, F.R.I.B.A. Educated at 
George Heriot’s School, he received his 
architectural training with ithe late -T. 
Duncan Rhind and at the School of Applied 
Art, Edinburgh, where he was awarded a 
bursary. He travelled throughout Italy 
and South-East England. On his return 
he joined Sir Robert Lorimer’s office, and 
then entered into partnership with the late 
Alan K. Robertson, architect to the Scot- 
tish Education Department, and while with 
him he designed the extensions to Moray 
House and designed the Students’ Hostel 
at Craigmillar Park. He was in competi- 
tion for four housing sites in Edinburgh, 
and he carried out successfully the large 
scheme at Wardie. He also carried out the 
Tranent and Dalkeith Housing Schemes 
and the Tranent War Memorial. Amongst 
many schools, he was responsible for Bath- 
gate Primary and Secondary Schools and 
the Perth Academy. Before the outbreak 
of the late war he completed the Scottish 
Amicable Building Society’s new offices in 
Glasgow. He was a former president of 
the Edinburgh Architectural Association. 
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IN PARLIAMENT 


Historical Buildings. ' 

Mr. Kestine asked the Minister of 
Town and Country Planning what pro- 
gress he had made with the compilation 
of lists of beautiful and historical build- 
ings under Section 42 of the Town and 
Country Planning Act, 1944. 4 

Mr. Siiximw said he had appointed a 
committee with the following terms of 
reference :— ‘ 

“To advise the Minister upon all 
matters connected with the admini- 
stration of Sections 42 and 43 of the 
Town and Country Planning Act, 1944” 
He was happy to say that Sir Erie 

Maclagan had accepted the chairman- 
ship. [The full Committee is given in 
page 324.—ED. | 


Prices and Costs. 

Mr. Maung asked the Minister of Works 
if he would state the respective price and 
estimated cost bw house of 900 superficial 
feet in 1938 and for the most recent con- 
venient date, of each of the principal 
materials used in the construction of a 
traditional house. 

Mr. TOMLINSON said that before the war 
even identical materials were sold at 
different prices according to circum- 
stances, locality and size of order, and to 
a lesser extent this also x Fee to pre- 
sent-day building. The following figures 
must, therefore, be regarded as lying 
somewhere within a wide range of varia- 
tion. 














1938. 1945. 
Price. | Cost. | Price. | Cost. 
% £ 
Bricks .. ..| 54/- 56 80/- 84 
per per 
1,000 1,000 
Timber—exclud- £18 36 £50 100 
ing fabrication per per 
standard standard 
Cement .. .| 47/- 20 68/- +| 29 
ton. ton. 
Sand and ballast 6/- 17 10/- 28 
cu. yd. cu. yd. 
Roofing tiles ..| 67/— 15 140/- 31 
per per 
1,000 1,000 
Other materials .. 130 200 











The figure of timber cost referred to raw material 
only, and did not include the manufacturing cost of 
such items as doors, cupboards and staircase. 


Architects and Students. 

Mr. P. Freeman asked the Minister of 
Labour whether, in view of the shortage 
of architects and assistants required for 
the housing shortage, he would consider 
releasing architectural students on the 
same terms as those released for the arts 
and theology. 

Mr. G. Isaacs said that students hold- 
ing scholarships for the purpose of taking 
an architectural course at a University 
might start such courses this year on the 
same conditions as students holding arts 
scholarships. 


Building Labour. 

Mr. A. EpwarDs asked the Minister of 
Labour if he was aware that men were 
being transferred to building trades from 
industries which provided equipment 
for the building trade, thereby retarding 
instead of speeding up the building of 
houses; and if he would re-examine the 
priorities for men engaged in industries 
essential to the building of houses. 

Mr. G. Isaacs said in general the 
arrangements for the return of ex-building 
trade and civil engineering workers to 
their former industries provided for their 
remaining on the manufacture of housing 
materials where their services would be 
more valuable on such work, and if his 
hon. friend would let him have particu- 
lars of any cases where this practice did 
not seem to have been followed he would 
be glad to look into the matter. 


Use of Wallpaper. 

Srr I. Fraser asked the President of 
the Board of Trade if he would authorise 
the use of wallpaper in house building 
and reconstruction as it was now coming 
into production again. 
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Sin Starronp Criprs said that no 
authorisation was required to use wall- 
paper in new houses or for repair and 
maintenance work to existing houses. 
There was no restriction on the distribu- 
tion of wallpaper supplies nor any direc- 
tion to particular users. 


The Northolt Houses. 

Mr. TOMLINSON, Minister of Works, in 
reply to.Mr. Bossom, said that the num- 
ber of man-hours required to build the 
862-ft. super brick-built control house at 
Northolt, after adjustment for contracts 
of 500 houses, was 2,050; this figure de- 
pended upon the selection of a level site 
and upon the availability of a balanced 
labour force. The site labour required 
to build prefabricated temporary houses 
was averaging about 1,100 man-hours, but 
many of the houses were being erected in 
small groups, on difficult sites, during a 
period of labour shortage. 


EJMA: ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING 


The annual general meeting of The Eng- 
lish Joinery Manufacturers’ Association 
(Incorporated), which was attended by 
nearly one hundred members, took place 
at the Connaught Rooms, Great Queen- 
street, Kingsway, W.C.2, on September 26. 
In presenting the annual report the Presi- 
dent, Mr. R. W. Mugford, said that the 
membership of the Association, which 
now stood at 154, had been increased from 
117 at March 31, 1944, to 144 at March 31, 
1945. He drew attention to the EJMA 
Window Book—copies of which had been 
circulated to all the local Councils and 
building authorities throughout the coun- 
try—which had been an_ outstanding 
success. It had been agreed that all the 
members of the Scottish Joinery and Door 
Manufacturers’ Association would become 
individual. members of EJMA -and he 
understood there was a possibility of secur- 
ing members in Northern Ireland. The 
speaker referred alsq to the building 
scheme inaugurated by the House-building 
Industries’ Standing Committee, under 
which the Association had undertaken to 
provide, free of charge, the joinery for the 
50 pairs of houses which they were erect- 
ing throughout the country. 

¢@ accounts and balance sheet as at 
March 31, 1945, were submitted by the 
hon, treasurer, Mr. W. E. Adams, who 
pointed out that some idea of the size 
and importance of the industry could be 
gained from the fact that members’ turn- 
over approximated to some £10,000,000. 





QUIPMENT 


% MANUFACTURERS 








64 HEATH STREET 


HAMPSTEAD N.W.3 
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BUILDERS AND MR. BEVAN 
INTERVIEW WITH MR. HEARDER. 


A FRANK’ comment on. Mr. Bevan’s 
speech ‘last week in the House of Com- 
mons, from the point of view of the 
builders of the country, was given by Mr. 
Stanley Hearder, Director of the National 
Federation of Building Trades Employers, 
in an interview. 

Mr. Bevan showed courage, said Mr. 
Hearder, in making it clear that he 
realised that speed at all costs would be 
fatal to the success of the housing drive 
and that he was not to be stampeded, 
merely to get quick results now, into 
accepting unreasonable prices. Builders 
had always said that the rate of progress 
must be governed by costs, and they agreed 
with Mr. Bevan that the fixing of targets, 
whether national or local, at this juncture, 
was unwise. Builders did not want a repe- 
tition of the early 1920s, when, owing to 
the overloading of the market, costs rose 
so steeply that the then housing campaign 
was brought to a virtual standstill. 
Builders welcomed, therefore, his decision 
not to approve unreasonable, as distinct 
from high, prices. 

““T suggest,’ continued Mr. Hearder,. 
“‘that the majority of tenders submitted’ 
to local authorities have been approved’ 
because they are reasonable. I include, of 
course, tenders which have been reduced 
because the original specification of the- 
local authority has been pruned. Prices 
are bound to be high until all concerned 
—the manufacturer of materials, the 
builder, and the operative—get fully into 
their stride. They realise that unreason- 
able prices would be bound to force the 
Government more and more towards pre- 
fabrication which might well result in the- 
end of craftsmanship. Builders are confi- 
dent that they can show that the tradi- 
tional house is a far better economic 
proposition from all points of view than: 
the prefabricated variety. 

“The bias against the private builder, 
although expected, is regrettable. I know 
from experience, both before and during 
the war, the capacity and resilience of 
local government. But I am convinced that 
this time local authorities have been 
handed far too big a burden and an un- 
necessary one. Unnecessary because the 
private builder has done the job before and 
has enabled many a working man to own 
his home. Was it wholly a mistake on the 
part of the private builder to give the 
customers what they wanted instead of 
something which someone else decided 
they should have? We must not forget 
that even the ‘marzipan’ houses have 
stood up pretty well to the ‘ blitz.’ 

““Mr. Bevan seemed to be in some 
doubt about the reconditioning of rural 
houses. He cannot escape the ‘facts. These- 
are that, by reconditioning, good homes 
which are urgently needed in our villages 
and hamlets could have been provided 
under the Housing (Rural Workers) Ac: 
at a lower cost, a smaller expenditure o- 
labour and materials, and with less assis. 
tance from public funds, than a new- 
house.”’ 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION: 


Sales of Roofing Felt. 


The Saatae Felt Industry Executive 
Committee informs us that in accordance 
with instructions received from the 
Director -of. Building Materials from 
October 17 Form RF/SS.can be employed 
for sales of roofing felt in quantities nat 
— 9 sq. yds. in place of Form 


F 
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REQUISITIONED LAND AND 


WAR WORKS ACT, 1945—5 


By W. T. CRESWELL., K.C. 
Part VI. 


Sect. 28.—Where Government war works 
have been constructed for the emergency 
on any land, a Minister may retain, main- 
tain and use that land for the same, or 
other, public service, or authorise its use 
by others for public service. 

Any Minister may retain possession of 
land, used by him or under his authority, 
and sanction its use for any public service, 
even after any other right to possession is 
determined. Where notice to treat has 
been given, the power conferred by Sect. 
5 (2) of the Acquisition of Land (Assess- 
ment of Compensation) Act, 1919, to with- 
draw such notice is not to be exercisable 
against the authority given by the 
Minister for its use. 

Also any rights and advantages as to the 
use of the land conferred for war pur- 
poses, pass over to any person authorised 
by the Minister to use it. This includes 
the taking and use of water generally. 
And any Order made under Defence Regu- 
lations in connection with the land or the 
war works thereon is to continue to stand 
at the discretion of the Minister. 

Sect. 29.—For the purpose of restoring 
land to its original condition (if it has 
suffered diminished value by war use or 
damage by the Government or any 
Minister) any Minister may remove war 
works, or do such works as he thinks fit, 
and to this end enter on any other land 
as necessary; only providing no payment 
has already been paid under Part II of 
this Act, and that notice has been given 
to the occupier of other land the Minister 
intends to enter on, and that no agree- 
ment exists between any Minister and a 
person then having an interest in the land 
that the works shall belong to that person 
permanently, after their emergency use is 
determined. 

Where such other land is damaged 
under the above power, compensation may 
be claimed, and any dispute as to its 
amount is to be decided by the General 
Claims ‘Tribunal (see Compensation 
(Defence) Act, 1939). 

No person, other than a constable or 
Government employee, shall interfere in 
any degree with anything on such land, 
which is in the custody of the Minister. 

Sect. 30.—As before, these powers are 
not exercisable after two years following 
the war period. Also, where any proceed- 
ings for the acquisition of land by a 
Minister, the local authority, or a combi- 
nation of other local authorities, are com- 
menced and then abandoned during that 
two years, the right to exercise the powers 
remains for six months after the abandon- 
ment. Such proceedings are deemed to 
have commenced if notice to treat, or pro- 
posals for the acquisition, have been pub- 
lished (see Part II of this Act); and 
again, if the abandonment results from a 
report of the Commission, the six months’ 
privilege is not to apply. 

Otherwise, any rights as to land which 
were vested in the authority of a Minister 
are not to pass over to future occupiers 
or owners, unless by express authority of 
the Minister after duly giving notice to 
affected parties. 

If land is not under the authority of a 
Minister, and any works have been con- 
structed thereon, and, subsequently it 
passes under any Minister’s authority, the 
rights under Sect. 29 are not exercisable 
if the person suffering loss by war damage 
to these works has already received com- 
pensation from the Crown therefor. 
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Sect. 31.—The powers conferred by this 
part of this Act are deemed to be exercis- 
able under Defence Regulations in rela- 
tion to the Compensation (Defence) Act, 
1939; the Landlord and Tenant (Requisi- 
tioned Land) Acts, 1942 and 1944, and, as 
applicable, the War Damage Act, 1943. 


Part VII. 


Sect. 32.—If land is acquired under 
Part II of this Act and is under restric- 
tion as to building or user, it is not to 
be resaleable free of incumbrances as pro- 
vided in Sect. 14 of the Defence Act, 1842, 
eae the Admiralty Lands and Works Act, 


When the Minister of War Transport, 
the Postmaster-General or the Minister of 
Works have given notice within the two 
years’ period of their desire to acquire 
certain land, otherwise than under Part II 
of this Act, they may exercise similar 
powers of acquisition, holding, manage- 
ment, user and disposal as are conferred 
on the Ordnance Department and the 
Secretary of State for War by the Defence 
Acts dated 1842, 1854, 1859, 1860 and 1873 
respectively. 

Sect. 33.—He may also exercise powers 
of modification or erasure of any rights, 
restriction or user of ‘‘ other land *’ as are 
(temporarily) necessary for his purpose in 
hand. 

These powers are also exercisable where, 
within the period, one Minister expects to 
hand over to another Minister. 

Sect. 34.—The surface of land may be 
acquired without any mining rights; con- 
versely, the minerals or any subjacent 
stratum may be acquired (see Sect. 17 (1) 
of the Coal Act, 1938). And the Minister 
may acquire any reversionary interests. 

Sect. 35.—Land not yet surveyed and 
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marked out may be acquired as if it had 
been, and the consent of the Lord- 
Lieutenant and a warrant from the 
Treasury are not required. 

Sect. 36.—The easements and restric- 
tions on any land created by or for the 
purposes of a Minister may be treated for 
separately by a. Minister with persons 
whose interests are adversely affected ; 
conversely, any such person may, by 
covenant with a Minister, create any ease- 
ment or right. In regard to water, notice 
to treat is to be published in the London 
Gazette or other papers at the Minister’s 
discretion, and all interested persons shall 
thereby be deemed to have received 
notice. 

Sect. 37.— If a Minister needs to expe- 
dite the acquisition of an easement, and 
he foresees undue delay, he is empowered 
to execute a deed poll for the purpose ; 
and this has the effect of a covenant be- 
tween him (and his successors if need be) 
and all parties interested if the land is 
registered. Notice may be_ registered 
forthwith; and the Minister will give 
such notice as he deems will reach all 
interested that he has executed this deed 


poll. 

Sect. 38.—A Minister, having executed 
a deed poll, may remove any works 
erected after his notice to treat, and 
charge the costs to the person erecting as 
for an infringement. 

He may also release, at his discretion, 
any easement or right he has acquired, 
as above. 

Sect 39.—Compensation is payable to 
any person whose interest in land is 
diminished by a Minister’s acquisition of 
any easement or right. 

(Z'o be continued.) 


CORRESPONDENCE 


A.R.C.U.K. 
To THE Eprtor cr The Builder. 

Srr,—You may care to note a decision 
reached by the Architects’, Registration 
Council at its meeting last Friday. It 
arose from a motion I had tabled at the 
previous meeting of the Council, resulting 
in the appointment of a special committee 
to advise the Council on Public Announce- 
ments. The Committee reported back in 
favour of my motion, in which attention 
was drawn to the fact that it was a fre- 
quent practice of public authorities when 
advertising vacancies for architects or 
architectural assistants to insist that 
applicants must be members of one speci- 
fied body. 

I had urged that this distinction was 
invidious; that such advertisements 
should, rather, insist on an applicant’s 
being a registered architect; and that, 
though many registered architects were 
members of the Royal Institute of British 
Architects, the majority were either mem- 
bers of other bodies or of no body at all. 
It was as if an authority required a 
Medical] Officer of Health, and advertise- 
ments stipulated that applicants had to be 
Guy’s men or Bart’s men. How would 
the medical profession react to that? A 
vote was taken on the Committee’s 
Report, and it was decided (by 21 votes 
to 14) to circulate a request to all public 
authorities—municipal councils, and so on 
—to draft their advertisements on the lines 
which I had suggested. I am convinced 
that the matter is of importance to the 
public. By the old method the best man 
for the job was quite possibly debarred 
from it. 

G. B. J. Arnos, 
General Secretary, the Incorporated 
Association of Architects and 
Surveyors. 
75, Eaton-place, S.W.1. 
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HOUSE BUILDING 
RESUMED REPORT OF LONDON 


CONFERENCE. 


As reported last week (when the 
speeches of Sir Harry Selley and Mr. 
Percy Donald were given) a joint meet- 
ing was held of the Federation of Master 
Builders and the Distributors of Builders’ 
Supplies Joint Council at the Royal Em- 
pire Society on October 16. Following 
the introductory remarks questions were 
invited from Members of Parliament 
present. i t 

In reply to a question about timber, 
Mr. G. AUCKLAND said that for the first 
six months of this year the total import 
had been 185,000 standards. In 1938 over 
740,000 standards had been imported in 
the corresponding period. We had now 
been able to reopen trade with Sweden 
and, to a much less degree, with Finland, 
and importation had speeded up in the 
last three months. The continuation of 
control was necessary at present but 
would probably be relaxed very consider- 
ably during the next few months. In the 
five to ten years before the war the import 
from Canada had been rapidly increasing 
in volume, but there was a very heavy 
cost of transport, much of the timber 
coming from the Pacific slope. 

The next question was about the brick 
position. 

Mr. H. W. WILKINSON answered this, 
saying that for several years past there 
had been a marked shortage of facing 
bricks. There was a supply of common 
bricks, which would ease the building 
trade for a few months if started at a 
moderate rate, but if housing went on 
at a rate comparable with that of 1938 
existing stocks would last only six weeks. 
For any improvement of the position we 
must depend on labour. A good deal of 
the labour formerly employed on brick- 
making, especially in the production of 
the hand-made pay | brick, had been 
diverted into other industries, where the 
men had earned higher wages, and the 
were now reluctant to return to brie 
making. 

The next question related to the Uni- 
formity Agreement. Mr. L. B. VENNING 
said the increase in craftsmen’s rates 
since the war began amounted to about 
31 per cent., and in labourers’ wages to 
about 40 per cent. The imposition of 
the Essential Work Order and Uniformity 
Agreement had had a detrimental effect 
on production; and he did not think it 
would be wrong to say that building 
costs from the labour angle were at least 
100 per cent. above pre-war levels. The 
Uniformity.Agreement had introduced the 
bonus principle, and that bonus had 
been introduced at a datum far below the 
capacity of production of the operative. 


Another question was as to the fittings 
W. 8. 





that went into a house. Mr. 
Surrra, replying, said the problem 
should be tackled from its root. Labour 


was the main_ difficulty. The biggest 
difficulty of all was the production of 
cast-iron bars. The root of the trouble 
was the lack of skilled labour at the 
foundry, in particular that of moulders. 
Most of these had been taken away at the 
beginning of the war. Very few people 
had been trained in the course of the 
war, and the old men who had been left 
were getting beyond their job. So far as 
concerned puttery items there had been 
no shortage up to the present; but now 
the shortage was being felt more acutely 
every day. Here again the difficulty was 
lack of skilled labour. As to brass work, 
taps, valves and other fittings, generally 
speaking, the supply was not too bad; but 
the difficulty eame with polishing and 
finishing off. If we were content with 
rough finished goods we might get them 
made. 

Replying to a question on present 
stocks, Mr. G. DonatD said that there 
were considerable stocks in the country 
which might be referred to as ‘“‘ frozen,” 
those stocks being of two or three types. 
One type would be represented by the 
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stocks that had been ordered forward for 
the last nine to 12 months for timber 
houses. If these stocks went into store 
they were not being utilised. There 
were also very heavy stocks lying with 
various Government Departments. These 
stocks might not be declared surplus, but 
surplus and declared surplus ere 
different things. It would be correct if 
a Government spokesman said that at 
the moment there was not much sur- 
plus, but he (Mr. Donald) was talking 
of the difference between declared sur- 
plus and the real surplus on the basis of 
a personnel of half a million or a 
million. 

In reply to another question Mr. Nog. 
Lanpbav said the figure of £1,300 for build- 
ing a house referred only to London, and 
included the cost:of land. There had 


been a considerable infiltration into the 
building trade of bastard labour. 
Labourers had declared themselves 


craftsmen at the Labour Exchange, and 
had been sent to aerodromes and so on 
as designated craftsmen. There they 
had done labourers’ work, but upon 
finishing there they had gone out as 
building trade operatives, without any 
real knowledge of a craft. Until the men 
of twenty-five to forty, now with the 
Forces, came back, builders could not 
estimate what their labour costs would 


e. 

The next question was as to produc- 
tion. In 1912 the bricklayer had laid 
1,200 bricks a day, in 1920 the figure 
had fallen to 600, and to-day it was 300. 
What was the reason? Str Harry 
SELLEY said that for cottage work eight 
hundred bricks in eight hours was 
reasonable. But with all the best men 
in the Forces the output had been very 
small, and the Government had intro- 
duced a bonus system on an output of 
350 bricks a day. When the men had 
received a bonus year after year it was 
a little difficult for them to get into 
their heads the idea that the Government 
did not intend to say that 350 bricks was 
a day’s work for a bricklayer. Because 
of the bricklayer being put on a short 
target we had labourers, plasterers, and 
everybody else on the Te affected 
by what was a pernicious and dangerous 
system. It went through the whole of the 
industry. Taking men away from their 
own home town was also having a bad in- 
fluence. But he had faith in the men 
who were coming back. 
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In reply to a further question Siz 
Hakry Sewigzy said that the ee 


lem would be helped a varia’ of 
the bonus scheme, and in relation to 
bricklaying its complete removal, 

In reply to a question whether it was 
a fact that private builders had suffi- 
cient land to build 200,000 houses, Sir 
Harry Sexiry said that in London alone 
there was one firm with 5,000 plots. 
Throughout the country there was an 
enormous number of plots held by private 
builders with roads, services and sewers 
7 ee 

nswering a question as to equipment, 
Srrk Dupisy Pryke said that sanitary 
fittings had been dealt with by an 
earlier speaker, but there were a number 
of other fittings that went to the building 
of a house. The main difficulty in every 
case was labour. If a greatly increased 
supply was wanted because of a large 
building programme, it would be abso- 
lutely imperative that a fair supply of 
labour was got: back into the foundries 
and factories. Quite a fair amount of 
priouity had been given to the release of 
uilding trade operatives, but the manu- 
facture and distribution of mecessary 
goods had not been given that priority. 

Some questions had regard to contracts. 
The cost-plus system was condemned, 
and a suggestion that the builder might 
be paid by a fixed fee on top ef costs 
was not favourably received. 


BUILDING SOCIETIES AND 


HOUSING 
ASSOCIATION’S REPLY TO MINISTER 
OF HEALTH. 


Tue Council of the Building Societies’ 
Association issues the following state- 
ment :— 

‘The Council of the Building Societies’ 
Association have read with regret the 
observations on building societies made 
by the Minister of Health in his speech 
in the House of Commons on October 17. 
They feel that his remarks were to some 
extent based on a misapprehension of the 
work of ae societies. They are, 
however, glad to know that Mr. Bevan is 
not opposed in principle to people owning 
their own homes, because this is a very 
natural desire on the part of many people, 
and one which, they feel, should be out- 
side the range of political controversy. 
Mr. Bevan emphasised, however, that the 
first priority was for houses to let, and 
the Council fully agree with, and have 
already expressed, this view. 

‘‘The Association informed the Govern- 
ment nearly three years ago that build- 
ing societies would, in addition to their 
normal activities, be prepared to lend 
substantial sums for the provision of 
houses to let immediately the war was 
over. Building societies cater mainly for 
people of modest means, as can be seen 
from the latest figures published by the 
Registrar of Building Societies. The aver- 
age amount outstanding on each mortgage 
is only just over £400. Over 1,300,000 
persons are buying houses through build- 
ing societies. There are. nearly three 
million investors, whose average is £260, 
so that building societies are, in fact, 
specialised savings banks. ‘Thus, in one 
way or the other, over four million people 
are interested in the building societies in 
this country. 

‘‘Those concerned with building socie- 
ties fully sympathise with, and desire to 
help, the Government in solving a most 
difficult and pressing domestic problem, 
and they hope that. the fullest use will be 
made of every facility and agency that 
exists. Building societies are prepared to 
assist the Government to remedy the 
present state of affairs, and they believe 
they can make a useful contribution.” 
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THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
NEW BUILDINGS 


GLASGOW.—Corporation to construct reser- 
voir from plans by A. F. MacDonald & Partners, 
135, Wellington-st., Glasgow.—Plans prepared 
for new building at St. Vincent-cres., for 
Kennedy MacLeod & Co., Ltd., for which the 
architect is Magnus Duncan, 243, Eglinton-st., 
Glasgow. 

GLASGOW.—Plans prepared for new educa- 
tional dining building at Shanks-st., for which 
the architect is 8. Sim, 122, George- st., Ministry 
of Works, Edinburgh.—Plans prepared for 
additions at Queen’s-cres., for the Seaforth 
Highlanders’ Association, for which the archi- 
tects are Charles Tweedie & Sons, 54, Frederick- 
st., Edinburgh.—Plans in hand for alterations 
and additions for J. & R. Tennant, Ltd., at 
Duke-st., for which the architect is homas 8. 
Cordiner, 261, West George-st., Glasgow. 

GLASGOW.—Plans in hand for extensions 
and alterations for the Arc Manufacturing Co., 
Ltd., Shepherd’s Bush, London, at Levershields, 
Roughmussel Estate, Nitshill, for which the 
architects are Miller & Black, 132, West Regent- 
st., Glasgow. 


FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 
CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open, but not in- 
cluded in this list, see previous issues. Those 
with an asterisk are advertised in this number. 
The dates at the heads of paragraphs are those 
for the submission of tenders; a dagger (t) 
denotes closing date for applications; the name 
and address at the end refer to the person 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 
OCTOBER 31. 
t*Birmingham T.C.—102 houses. Contract No. 
4F. Kents Moat and Lea Hall estates. H. J. 
Manzoni, C.B.E., City E. and 8, Dep. £2 2s. 
Tenders by November 26. 
+Newport (1. of W.)—Boiler house, Parkhurst 
(Institution. County A. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by 


December 153. 
NOVEMBER 3. 
Barry T.€.—52 houses at Gladstone-rd. 
and S. Dep. £3 3s. 
East Kesteven R.D.C.—5 pairs of houses on 
3 sites. Chartered Architect, Council Offices, 


Northgate. 
NOVEMBER 5. 


B.E. 


*Abingdon R.D.C.—12 houses at Steventon 
estate. Architect to Council, Council Offices. 
Dep. £2 2s. 


— R.D.C.—Fire station for N.F.S. 
E. and 8. Dep. £3 3s. 

Sone Quay U.D. C.—60 houses at Clough 
estate. Jones, 8. Dep. £2 2s. (contract may 
be ate ded into groups of 18. 14, 32 or 28). 

Goulsdon and Purley U.D .C.—100 houses at 
ag omen rd., Sanderstegd. Eric F. J. Felix, 

Council Offices. Dep. £5 5s. Plans seen at 
Chics of A. W. Kenyon (F.), 15, Adeline-pl., 
Bedford-sq., W.C.1. 

Derbyshire E.C.—Kitchen at C. of E. school, 

Stoney Middleton. County A. Dep. £2 2s. 


Dundee T.C.—Work in various trades for 313 
houses at Magdalene’s Kirkton Housing 
Scheme. City Quantity S., 21, City-sq. 

Eston U.D.C.—34 houses ‘at Grangetown 


estate. E. and S. Dep. £2 2s. 
Newburn U.D.C.—50 houses at Claremont 
— Lemington. J. A. Weatherby, S. Dep. 


NOVEMBER 5 (extended date). 
Devizes R.D.C.—40 cottages on 3 sites. W. 
Rudman and Edwards, 32, Market-pl., Chippen- 

ham, Wilts. Dep. £1 1s. each scheme. 


NOVEMBER 7. 

Dublin T.C.—207 houses, Donnycamey housing 
area, Section No. 2b. City Treas., Exchange- 
bldgs. Dep. £5 5s. 

Widnes T.C.—Completion of 166 houses at 
Lower House-la. J. Holt, B.E. and S. Dep. 


3s. 
NOVEMBER 8&8, 
Manchester T.C.—Reinstatement of 
worth Art Gallery. City A. Dep. £1 1s. 
Penybont R.D.0-28 | Lesepoca at Sarn, Aber- 
kenfig. -S. Dep. £2 


dedwiaaen 9. 
Wellington (Saiop) R.D.C.—Pump house at 


Whit- 


Leegomery Pumping Station and _ incidental 

works. A. H. 8. Waters,-M.Inst.C.E., 25, Temple- 
row, Birmingham, 2. Dep. £2 2s. 
NOVEMBER 10. 

Church Stretton U.D.C.—10 houses at 

Lutwyche-rd. A. Williams, architect, 

Seabee, Dogpole, Shrewsbury. Dep. 


Ss. 
Maltby U.D.C.—30 houses at Manor Park 
estate. H. Chadwick, M.Inst.M.& Cy.E., 
Dep. 2s. 

Swadlincete U. D466 houses at seofey 
View-rd., Newhall. E. and 8. Dep. £2 
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oe vee houses at Bronybuckley. 
BS. Dep. £5 


CE 12, 

Ashington U.D.C. ras: houses at Woodhorn-rd. 
E. and Dep. 

Cwmbran U. . C. a) oe on 4 sites. T. J. 
Price, M. _ M.& Cy.E., 8S. Dep. £5 5s. 

o Ealing T.C.—240 houses at S. > Northolt. 

W. Seddon, M.Inst.C.E., B.E. Dep. £5 5s. 

© oe Lynn T.C.—22 houses and 8 flats in 
blocks of 4 at Gaywood Park estate. N. Wheat- 
ley (A.), Boro. A., Town Hall. apa s. 

Liantyllin, Mont.—12 houses on 2 sites. R. A. 
Jones, Architect, ‘‘ Bwthyn-Hedd,” Lianfyllin: 
Dep. £2 2s. 

*Reigate T.C.—9% houses at Coleen estate, 
Redhilt B.E.-and 8. Dep. £2 

St. Ives (Hunts) R.D.C.—12 
3 sites. Lea and Milner, 4, 
ingdon. Dep. £1 1s. 


NOVEMBER 12 (Amended Date). 
*Burnley C.B.—236 penees in 3 groups at 
Woodbine estate. B.E. and S. 


NOVEMBER 13. 
*Dorchester T.C.—22 houses at Ackerman-rd. 
i Magnus Austin (F.), 1, West Borough, Wim- 
orne. 
Elstree R.D.C.—100 houses at Cowley Hill, 
Boreham Wood.  E. and S., Council Offices, 
Boreham Wood. Dep. £2 2s. 


NOVEMBER 1 
mae ag T.C.—24 houses = Millbrook site. 
Dep. £2 2s. 
week Bromwich C.B.—28 ‘‘ Duplex ” wd 
at ve er Hawthorn estate. B.E. and 


Dep. £1 1s. 
NOVEMBER 17. 

Petworth R.D.C.—8 cottages at Houghton-la., 
Bury. F. J. Hodgson, Architect, 2, Chertsey-st., 
Guildford. Dep. £2 2s. 

Tipton T.C.—60 houses at Denbigh estate. 
B.E. and 8. Dep. £3 3s. 


NOVEMBER 19. i 
*Brighton E.C.—Adaptations and extensions 
at Hanover-terr. school, for Junior Building 


ales of houses on 
arket-hill, Hunt- 


school. B.E. and S. Dep. £3 3s. 
Haverfordwest R.D.C.—58 ae on 7 sites. 
Davies, M.Inst.M.& Cy.E., S., Counell 


Pie 
Offices, Cartlett House. Dep. £10 10s. 


NOVEMBER 20. 

*Heston and Isleworth T.C.—70 houses and 
flats at Hounslow West estate. B.E. and S. 
Dep. £3 3s. 

Warrington T.C.—36 houses at 
estate. J. Y. Hughes, B.S. Dep. £2 

NOVEMBER 21. 

*West Bridgford U.D.C.—56 houses at Valley- 

rd. estate. E. and 8. Dep. £2 2s. 


ae la. 


NO DATE. 
Berkhamsted R.D.C.—16 houses in 3 sites. L. 
Moore, Theccans, Ringshall, Berkhamsted. 
Dep. £2 2s. 


WOOD 
BLOCK 
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Harwich T. , — houses at Dovercourt. B.E. 


7“ ess Dep. 
ghey ny eer houses + Bracken Park 
Pee G. Felgate, Boro. A. Dep. £2. 


MISCELLANEOUS 
NOVEMBER 3. 

Durham C.C.—Demolition and removal of 

public shelters and reinstatement of sites, 

Houghton-le-Spring, County E. and §, 


NOVEMBER 6. 
Hornsea U.D.C.—Demolition and removal of 
coast defence works. R. Chart, 8 


NOVEMBER 6. 

Birmingham Electric Supply Dept.—Removal 
of 14-in. brickwork from window openings, the 
building-in, glazing and painting of steel. 
framed windows and removal of 44-in. brick 
thickening from wall panels at Hams Hall “A” 
Power Station Lawton, Chief E. —_ 
Manager, 14, Dale. end, Birmingham, 4. Dep. £ 


NOVEMBER 7. ; 
Stourbridge T.C.—Demolition of properties. 
B.E. and 8. he 


DATE. 
Oxford T.C.—Demolition of 13 static water 
tanks. City E. and 8. 


ENGINEERING 


DECEMBER 14. 

Eire Electricity Supply Board.—Civil construc. 
tion work of hydro-electric development of River 
Bire, Co. Donegal. P. J. Dempsey, ee 
60-62, Upper Mount-st., Dublin. Dep. £21 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


NOVEMBER 6, 
Birmingham T.C.—Painting power trans- 
formers. F. W. Lawton, Chief E. and Manager, 


14, Dale-end. 
NOVEMBER 8. 
Liverpool T.C.—External painting of schools. 
City E. and S. 
NOVEMBER 22. 
Southpert C.B.—Painting and meston at 
Police Headquarters. B.E. Dep. £1 


sie SEWERAGE AND 
ATER WORKS 


pr Rt 3. 
Stroud R.D.C.—Construction of .roads at 3 
sites. 8S. Careless, Architect, 20, High-st. Dep. 


£2 2s. 
NOVEMBER 5. 
Sutton-in-Ashfield U.D.C.—Roads and sewers, 
Alfreton-rd. Warner and Dean, Housing Archi- 
tects to U.D.C., Mansfield-rd., Sutton-in-Ashfield. 
Dep. £2 2s. . 
Whitby U.D.C.—Rvdads and sewers. E. and §. 
£2 2s. 


Dep. 

. NOVEMBER 6. 

Northam (Devon) U.D.C.—Road works at 
Tomouth estate. A. E. Parry, architect and S. 


Dep. £2 2s. 
NOVEMBER 8&. 

Sunderland C.B.— Roads and sewers at 
Thorney-close estate. B.E. Dep. £2 2s. 

NOVEMBER 10. 

Bakewell &.D.C.—Providing, laying and 
jointing of approx. 600 lin. yds. of 5-in. and 3-in. 
dia. iron pipes with valves and fittings and con- 
struction of pumphouse and collection of under- 
ground water at te Brady and Parting- 
ton, Chartered Civil E., Chapel-en-Frith. Dep. 


£5. 
Skelton and 6Brotton U.D.C.—Roads. and 
sewers. S. Dep. £2 2s. 

NOVEMBER 12. 

Gainsborough U.D.C.—Koads and sewers at 
White’s Wood-la. E. and 8., Council Offices. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

Herne Bay U.D.C.—Construction of sewer, 
lifting station and titel main at Studd Hill. 
Acting 8. Dep. £2 

Ryde Te. Bonde” "oil sewers. B.S., Dep. 

2 2s. 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 
Full details of Public Appointments marked * 
are advertised elsewhere in this issue. Those 
marked t have been advertised in previous 


issues. 
NOVEMBER 2. 
*Essex War Agricultural Executive Committee. 
—(a) Water Supply Officer; (b) Building 


Assistant. 
NOVEMBER 3. 
*East Retford T.C.—Clerk of Works. 
NOVEMBER 5. 
*Hawarden R.D.C.—Clerk of Works. he 3 
+Retherham E.C.—(1) Teacher of Building 
Subjects; (2) Two Teachers of Mechanical En- 
gineering. 
*Staffs E.C.—Estimator-Surveyor. 
“Wimbledon T.C.—Temporary 
Assistant. 
NOVEMBER 7. 
*West Ham C.B.—(1) Sectional Chiefs; (2) 
Assistants. 


Architectural 
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+York T.C.—(1) Engineering Assistant; (2) 
Architectural Assistant ; (3) Junior Architectural 


Assistant. 
NOVEMBER 8. 
+Essex C.C.—Deputy County Architect. _ 
+Southampton €.B8.—Deputy Boro.: Architect. 


NOVEMBER 10. 
*Kent C.C.—Engineering Assistant. 
tMacclesfield T.C.—Building Inspector. 
*Teignmouth U.D.C.—(1) Senior Architectural 


and Surveying Assistant; (2) Engineering 
Assistant.. S 
NOVEMBER 12. 
+Berks C.C.—County Architect. 
*Cornwall ©.C.—Assistant in Architectural 


Dept. 
+South Wales Federation of Building Trades 
—— —Organiser and Executive Officer. 
tS8urbiton T.C.—Quantity Surveyor. 


NOVEMBER 14. : 

*L,C.C.—Full-time Teacher of Design, Brixton 
School of Building. ; : 

t+London County Council.—Assistant Quantity 


Surveyors. 
NO DATE. 

*Middlesex C.C.—Full-time Teacher of Paint- 
ing and Decorating at Willesden Technical 
College. 

*Overseas Employment.—<Assistant Draughts- 
man. Trinidad P.W.D. 

*West Sussex C.C.—Master and Lecturer in 
Architectural Subjects. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


Blyth.—Extensions to be made at the yard of 


Blyth Shipbuilding Co., Blyth. Plans by L. G. 
Mouchel & Partners, Trinity-bldgs., New 
Bridge-st., Newcastle. 

Buckingham.—Scherrer & Hicks (FF.), 310, 


Upper Regent-st., London, W.1, are architects 
for 65 houses, for R.D.C. 

Burton Latimer.—U.D.C. propose 340 houses 
off Finedon-st. and Polewell-la. 

Eccles.—T.C. approved lavatory block at 

Victoria Mills, Cawder-st., Patricroft, for Sir 
Elkanah Armitage & Sons, Ltd. 

Gosforth.—Tasker & Child, Trinity-bldgs., 
New Bridge-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, are archi- 
tects for 200 houses, for U.D.C. xt 

Heywood.—T.C. approved: Additions to 
Railway Wagon Works, tor Lancashire and 
Yorkshire Waggon Co., Ltd., Green End; works, 
Peel-la., for W. Bascroft, 145, Bamford-rd.; 
.C. approved central kitchen at Hardman- st., 
for 

Hoyland Nether.—D. E. Chadwick, §&., 53, 
King-st., Hoyland, architect for Market-st. 
hoasas site, for U.D.C. 

Hyde. —T.C. approved works, office, stores, 
garage, etc., to Hope Foundry, Talbot-rd., for 
J. Ruscoe & Co., Ltd. 

Leek.—U. De propose "bus station at Cattle 
Market site. 

Liverpool.—E.C. propose permanent building 
for dining-hall and kitchen at Alsop High 
school for Boys, Queen’s-dr. 

Londen.—Governing body of University Col- 
lege have approved rebuilding and extension 
schemes. Plans by Prof. A. E. Richardson, 
R.A., estimated to cost £1,250,000. 

London (L.C.C.).—A primary school and 4 
post-primary school are proposed by L.C.C. at 
Tulse Hill estate. 

Manchester.—T.C. approved: Alterations and 
additions to factory at Culcheth-la. and Stans- 
field-st., Newton Heath, for P. Frankenstein & 
Sons (Manchester), Ltd., B. Pendleton (L.), 
architect, 16, Brazennose- st., Albert-sq.; add- 
tions at Duchess of York Hospital for "Babies, 
Cringle Park-rd., Burnage, for Board of 
Management, Bradshaw Gass & Hope (FF.), 
architects, 19, Silverwell-st., Bolton; additions 
to Paint Works, High-st. and Abbey Hey-la., 
Gorton, for Jas. Johnstone & Co. 

M am.—Housing Association to erect 
Fino, houses within the next five years, at 

215,000 

Nuneaton.—Midland Red Omnibus Co., Ltd., 
Bearwood, Birmingham, propose ’bus station at 
Harefield-rd. 

Orrell.—U.D.C. propose 72 houses at Green 
Hey estate. 

Radcliffe.—Lancashire E.C. propose central 
kitchen and dining-hall at Bury-st. 

Rugby.—T.C. approved: Works extensions at 
Mill-rd., for British Thomson-Houston, Ltd. ; 
reconstruction of works at Lawford-rd., New 
pepe for Rugby Portland Cement Co., Ltd., 

or 

Seckee. —H. G. Clarke, Wingate, prepared 
plans for 58 houses to be built by private en- 
—— at west of Seaton-la. 

Stockport.—T.C. approved 78 houses at Ash- 
ford-rd. and Hartford-rd., Y Brondstone Hall- 
rd. North, Heaton Chapel, for J. H. Whitfield, 
Ltd., builders, 16, Lea-rd., Heaton Woon 
houses for Bmlyn Jones, builder, Priory-la., 
Reddish. 

Wingerworth.—C. E. Guant & Son, builders, 
West Bars, Chesterfield, propose development of 
land for houses at Chesterfield-r 

Wolstanton.—Staffs H.C. propose 
— buildings for girls’ Secondary 
school. 


refabri- 
rammar 


etc. ; 
£21 498 
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York.—E.C. propose central kitchen at Osbald- 
wick-la. Peacock & Bell, Downhili-st., propose 
sports stadium 8 greyhound racing “track at 
Osbaldwick, at £50,000. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted. 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance. 
Denotes accepted subject to modification. 


Denotes accepted. by H.M. Government 
departments. 

Accrington.—128 houses at Richmond-hill and 
Fern-gr. sites: *John Laing & Son, Ltd., Mill 
Hill, Middx. 

Barnsley.—115 houses, for T.C. : *H, Hibbert, 
Old Mill-la,, Barnsley, £31,101 (28); *W. Good 


year & Son, Sheffield- rd., Barnsley, 23, 281 (28); 
*W. Goodyear & Son, £29,710 (24); *C. W. 
Squire & Son, Ltd., Barnsley, £40,267 (35). 
Birkenhead.—Works for T.C.  B. Robinson, 
B.E. Restoration of two six-storey flats at 
Mount-gr.: #W. S. Brocklebank, Ltd., Builder’s 
Yard, Woodchurch-rd., Birkenhead, £2, 158; re- 
storation of five houses at Gillbrook ’ estate : 
*Cotterill & Soper, 34, Hamilton-st., Birken- 
head, £4,200; restoration of six houses at 
Bebington estate, seven at Rundle-st., 21 at 
Beaufort-rd., and ‘Bidston sites: *Lloyd & Cross, 
Ltd., 68, Argyle-st., Birkenhead, £25,878; seven 
houses Bidston estate and Graving Dock site 
(restoration): *Battye & A agg Ltd., 158, 
Cathcart-rd., Birkenhead, 
Bolton.—52 houses Vp We slaibabtes at 
en Astley Bridge, for T.C. C. Herbert, 
J. Dickinson & Co. (Bolton), Ltd., Fair- 


prank st., Bolton (provisionally). 
Cheadle.—Eight houses, for U.D.C.. J. W. 
Burton, E. & S.: *J. A. Bailey, Tape-st., 

pees. Staffs, £8,136 (recommended to 


). 

Dartford.—78 houses at Princes-rd., for T.C.: 
*Kent & Sussex Contractors, Ltd., Erith, £917 
per house (subject to M.H. approval). 

Diss.—10 houses at Frenze-rd., for U.D.C. 
A. F. Scott & Sons, Norwich, architects. A. 8. 
Green, Ipswich, £13,565; somes. aa 
£13,500 ; J. F. Green, Norwich, £12,40 
Youngs & Son, Ltd., Norwich, £12,393 ; T. ‘Gili 
& Son, Norwich, £12,225; R. G. Carter, Ltd., 
Drayton, Norwich, £12135; W. §. Lush er, 
Sprowston, Norwich, £11,852; *Comben & 
Wakeling, Ltd., Halesworth (head office, 
Harrow), £10,490. 

Downham.—10 pairs of houses and road 
works, for k.D.C. H. C. Hughes & Peter Bick- 
nell, 1, Tunwell’s-court, Trumpington-st., Cam- 


bridge, architects: *J. L. Kier & Co., Ltd., 
Setch, £29,600. 

Eccles.—Painting 192 houses, for T.C.  T. 
Elce, B.B.: #C. H. Kirkham, 64, Buckingham- 


rd., ‘Chorlton-cum- Hardy, Manchester, £1,512. 
Greenock.—80 houses at Stone Farm Housing 
Area. David LL. Henderson, architect, Munici- 
pal Housing Offices, Wallace- -Sq., Greenock :— 
Excavation, brick and building work, etc. : 
*James T. Titkenhead, Greenock, £24,407. 
Joinery, carpentry and ironmongery, works, 
*William Gibson & Co., Ltd., Paisley, 
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Plumbing work and sanitary engineering: 
“James Wilson & Sons, Ltd., Paisley, £8,271. 

Plaster, lafhing and allied works, etc. 
* Archibald MacKellar, Glasgow, £5,918. 

Slating and allied works, etc. : #R. Ritcae « 
Co., Ltd., £5,933. 

Electrical installation and pegeosiens works, 
etc.: *J. Commar, Greenock, £1,1 

Grates and allied works: tl Reid, 
Glasgow, £2,756. 

Halesworth.—10 houses, for U.D.C.: *Comben 
& Wakeling, Ltd., Kenton, Middx, £10,389 (sub- 
ject to M.H. approval). 

Hereford.—50 houses at Hunderton, for T.C. 
W. M. Shimman, City S.: *Hereford Association 
of Building Trades Employers, 76, Charles-st., 
Hereford. 

islington.—Erection of 132 dwellings at 
Canonbury A., B. and C. housing sites, for B.C. 
H. Monson (F.), 120, Moorgate, E.C.2, archi- 


tect: *Gee, Walker & Slater, Ltd., 100, Park- 
la., London, W.1, £186,000 (14 tenders sub- 
mitted). 


Jarrow.—50 houses, for T.C. J. S. Weir, B.E.: 
*Direct labour, £53,062 (ap 7g by M.H.). 

Kensington. —Works for Reinstatement 
of war damage at Nottingwood House, Claren- 
don-rd.: *W. Row & Co., Ltd. 156, 
Lordship-rd., W.19, £14,998 (25 tenders sub- 
mitted); completion of 43 flats and child wel- 
fare centre at Bramley-rd, flats: *Speirs, Ltd., 
66, Victoria-st., Westminster, S.W.1, £38,383 (29 
tenders submitted). 


Keswiok.—20 houses, for U.D.C.: *Thomas 

Armstrong, Cockermouth, £19,744 
Lancaster.—72 houses of types “Cc” and 

“D” at Hare Runs estate. F. Hill, City S.: 


*J. Parkinson & Son, Ltd., Parliament-st., Lan- 
caster, £74,416 

Liverpool. Kitchen and canteen Ay Finch 
Ball County potpol, Colwell-rd., ons Cc. L. H. 
Keay (F.), City A.: *W. Lothair, 4 , Broadgreen- 
rd., Blsnoperett, *iednnel 14, £4,710. 

Liverpool.— Works for T.C.: 58 U.S.A... tem- 
porary houses at Gillmoss estate: *R. Costain 
& Sons, Ltd., Barlows-la., Liverpool 9, £19,190 
(subject to MH. & Ww. approval) ; altera- 
tions at Walton Hospital: *Unit Construction 


Co., Ltd., Liverpool, £4,765; construction of 
cubicles ‘at. City Hospital East: *Walter 
Lothian, Liverpool, £2,963; construction of 
covered. ways at Broadgreen Emergency 


Hospital: *Wm. Moss & Sons, Ltd., Live l, 
21, 402. —— 


Liangefui.—12 houses at Bridge-st. site, for 
-D.C. T. Alwyn Lloyd (F.), 6, Cathedral- rd., 
Cardiff: tHenry Jones & Son, 
£13,290. 


GLondon (Air Ministry).—List of contracts to 


Rhosneigr, 


nage of £300 or over for week-ended Octo- 
Building work: Rattee & Kett, Ltd.. Cam- 
widee: oofing work: A. Theaker, Newport, 
coln. 
ee _(M.0.W.).—Contracts placed by 


: Seco houses, M. J. 
Gleeson, Ltd., London-rd., North Cheam, Sur- 
rey; J. Jarvis & Sons, Ltd., 12, Buckingham 
Palace-gdns., London, §.W.1; Woolwich, Seco 
houses, Lavender McMillan, Ltd., 54, Cheam 
Common-rd., Worcester Park, Surrey. Angus : 
Gollowhill, Brechin, siteworks and erection of 
Arcon houses, A. G. Rennie & Sons, 4, Park-rd., 
a Ches.: Winsford U.D.C.,  Tarran 
F. J. Gibson, Ltd., 38a, Manchester- 
rd., Wilmslow; Runcorn R.D.C. Area, - prepara- 
tion of housi sites, Thomas Ashley (Contrac- 


tors), Ltd., Chester-rd., Hartford, Northwich, 
Ches. Dumfriesshire : Gretna, siteworks and 
erection of 


eco houses, Whatlings, _ 41, 
St. Vincent-pl., Glasgow. Durham: R.0.F.. 
Aycliffe, construction pe macadam road, Nor- 


man Thompson, Ltd., Stonehouse-st., Middles- 
brough. Essex: Barking, building trades train- 
ing centre, A. berts & Co., Ltd., 74, Earls 


Court-rd., Kensington. London, W.8. Fireshire : 

Thornton and Lockhore, siteworks and erection 
houses, John Best ( 

The Office, Warriston House, Edin urgh, 4. 

Glamorgan: Ormore and ee oy BP i 

0.; a 


Arcon houses, George 
Rhymney River Bri ke 
Gloucester: Bristol, central kitchen, H. J. 
Walker & — Station-rd., Fishponds, races 
yy ver, dining-room and kitc 

Bell & Son (Andoves), "L i Porat 
Andover, Hants. Herts: rt hatact O D.0., Seco 
houses, F. & C. Costin, 
Kenton, Harrow. 





anchester, Tarran houses, Henry 
& Son, Greetham, Hill-rd., Manchester 
Waited U.D.C. Area, Pp sage of housing 
sites, Wilson Wil: Lid., Transport 
House, 1, The Crescent, Salford, 5: Rawtenstall, 
Tarran houses, J. rhe ga R28 Parker-st., Saw 
Mills, Bury; Ohadder storage depot, 
G. Darew & €o., Ltd., Wistoet Oldham. Middx: 
qa: kitchen, A. Scott & So 
Ltd Beechdale-rd., London, N.21. Staffs: 
Whiston, Tarran houses, Walter Ah. 3 17, 
Church-st., Warrin; -: Litchfield, Seco houses, 
JI. BR bard-st., oe 
ation of housing 
Ltd.. 46, 





Aldridge U.D.C. A reparation 
7s Oe Resnis et, Bre ractors), 
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Winterton-rd., Erdington, Birmingham, 22. 
Surrey : Croyd on, Seco houses, Gleeson Develop- 
ment Co., ‘London-rd.. North ey Me Sur- 
rey. Warwiekshives Kenilworth U.D.C. ‘Area, 
preparation of housing sites, E. H. Burgess, 








UNITE FOR STRENGTH 


6,000 


are now members of the 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


The Largest Truly Representative 
Organisation in the Industry 


SUBSCRIPTION £3.3.0 p.a. 
LONDON REGION—37 AREAS. 
32 PROVINCIAL BRANCHES. 


"Phone or write: 
Secretary : 
23,Compton Terrace, Upper St., N.1 
CANonbury 2041/3 


The address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded. 


THE BUILDER 


dd, pie: Manet Parade, Leamington Spa; Coven- 
iiding trades training centre, W. J. 
ittal & Ltd., Lancaster-st., Birming- 
ham, 4. Yorks: Sheffield, building trades train- 
ing centre, Gee Walker & Slater, Ltd., Uttox- 
eter Old- rd., Derby. 
(War Dept). —Works senteaete placed 
by War Dept. for week-end October 13 :— 

Midlothian: Miscellaneous pork, Hardie & 
Co., we dinbureh. Yorks: Miscellaneous work, 
C. Haynes, Ltd., Scarborough; H. Field & 
Son Vote x Tid, Stairfoot, nr, Barnsley. Notts : 
Miscellaneous work, H. B. Mann, Sutton-in- 
Ashfield. Derbyshire : Miscellaneous work, G. 
Shipman & Son, Riddings, Derbyshire. _Here- 
fordshire : Miscellaneous work, Thomas Powles 
& Son, Great Malvern, Worcs. 

Mansfield.—(a) e houses ; (b) six houses; on 
approved _ sites, for ~T.C. Moylan, 
Acting B.S. : (a) *Mansfield & District Associa- 
tion of Buildin Trades Employers, Halford- 
chbrs., Mansfield; (b) *Direct Labour Depart- 
ment, Mansfield éorporation, £7,450 

Montrose.—62 houses, Faulds housing scheme, 
for T.C. :—Brick os ‘concrete work, carpenter 
and joiner work: Pent & Sons, Ltd., Mont- 
rose, £46,894; Me work : +Jas. Findlay, 
£6,276; slater and roughcast work : *Baxter 
Bros., Montrose, £5,648; plaster work: *Wm. 
Morrison, £6,747; glazier work: *George Kirk, 
Ltd., Dundee, £325; electrical work: *Stenson 
& Co., Dundee, £2, 183; grates: *Burness & 
Son, Montrose, £1,210; "painter work: *A, 
Koliand, Dunfermline, "£2, 159. 

Nantwich.—_Works for R.D.C. H. Crabtree, 
E., 21, Pillory-st. Reinforced concrete exten- 
sion to existing reservoir at Woore Ash: 
*R. & T. Howarth, Ltd., Crosfield Works, 
Rochdale, £10,188 ; four Swedish timber houses 
at Hilbre- rd., Alpraham: *G. Brookes & Son, 
Bunbury, nr. Tar orley, £3,391; two Swedish 
timber houses at Casey-la., Basford and six at 
Cemetery-rd., Weston; *S. E. Wells, Waterloo- 
rd., Haslington, nr. Crewe, £1,428 and £4,059. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—32 houses at Lanercost-dr. 
and St. Cuthbert’s-rd. Dryden & Shaw, 6, 
Market-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, architects: "*G. 
Bainbridge, Lemington, Newcastle-on- Tyne. 

North Riding.—Prefabricated building for 
County Junior school “ Clifton Without, nr. 
York, for C.C. J White (F.), County A., 
County Offices, Northallerton: *William Birch & 
Sons, Ltd., Spen- la., York, £1,600. 

North Shields. —Factory for De La Rue Plas- 
tics, Ltd.: #Sir Robert McAlpine & Sons, Ltd., 
Carliol House, Newcastle. 

Pocklington. — 20 R.D.C. : 
*McLaren & Partner. *Ainsty 
Building Co., £6,907 (6). 

Rotherham.—100 permanent houses at East 


houses, for 
£16,251 (14); 
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Bortinatheane, for T.. Vincent Tyseee, B.E.: 
Stokes, Taylor & Shaw, Sheffield 
Rotherham.—60 houses at Thrybergh eatate, 
for R.D.C. Lawton, Knight & Co ), archi- 
tects, Regent House, Moorgate: *J. F. Finne- 
gan 4 Co., Ltd, Ecclesall-rd., Sheffield, 
St. Pancras. —Reinstatement of three me s 
Chester-rd., for B.C.: *Perry’s (Ealing), 
75, Uxbridge-rd., Ealing, W.5, £2,122 Liahtect 
to M.H. and W.D.C. approval). 
Warrington.—Construction of railway sidings 
for electricity works. J. Hughes, B.8.: 
*Taylor-Woodrow Construction, Ltd., Ruislip- 
rd., Southall, Middx, £15,110. 
Wigston.—Construction of roads and sewers, 
for R.D.C. housing estate, near_ Leicester: 
*Kent & Sussex Contractors, Ltd., Erith. 
York.—100 houses on selected sites, for 
—. Committee. C. J. Minter, City E.: 
*York Building Trades Employers’ Association, 
17, Little Stonegate, York. 











“ALBION” 


EASY GLEAN 


PATENT HINGE 


The ideal hinge for stormproof 
casement windows. Specially 
designed for EJMA standard 
joinery—and constructed to give 
ample clearance room to. clean 
outside of windows from within. 
Simple fitting on bench—no 
cutting away — inexpensive. 
Illustrations, etc., sent on request. 


ALBION JOINERY WORKS LTD. 


Old Oak Common Lane 
Willesden N.W.10 
Telephone - - Elgar 4802 


























HARDWOOD 
FLOORING 


STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 
Point Pleasant, Wandswerth, $.W.18 











Boyle’s «si-eunp” Ventilator 


OVER TWO MILLION IN USE. 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


1 toe sar ENGINEERS 
Emergeacy Tel: Addiscombe 1133 
34, MORLAND. "AVENUE, E. CROYDON, SURREY 

















Week by week 
@ number of 
uildings res- 


Einues to grow. 
Consult us about your siodherd TO-DAY / 


iwem NEGUS .Lro 


Station Works. KiNG JAMES S%S.E./: (WAT5474.) 





us Con- 











BROTHERS 


GALBRAITH 


LIMITED 


BUILDERS 


CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 


of 


CAMBERWELL 


HEAD OFFICE: 


34 & 35, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, W.C.1 


Tel. : CHAncery 7901-3 























